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CropLife supports ASP  

in Tanzania 

Bonaventure Baya, Director General of NEMC (centre left) and Les Hillowitz of CropLife 
International (left) exchange copies of the signed funding agreement in the presence of 
Samuel Msangi of the ASP Tanzania (centre right) and Cosmas Matanda, President of 
CropLife Tanzania (right)  

● Stewardship: embracing Safe Use, Obstocks, Container Management and the FAO CoC  

● IPR and Counterfeit. 

● Involvement of CropLife Tanzania in the ASP 
following the action plan developed at the    
Brussels workshop. 

The majority of the visit was spent discussing 
the problem of counterfeit products in the market 
place. At an earlier meeting the Chairman of the 
national association had highlighted the degree 
of the problem. An action plan has been         
developed which should go a long way in       
reducing this problem. 
 
             les.hillowitz@icon.co.za 
 

As part of the plant science           
industry’s contribution to the   
Africa Stockpiles Programme, 
CropLife  International is  funding 
a technical expert to assist the 
ASP project in Tanzania.  

The successful candidate will organise 
and carry out the disposal of an        
estimated 1,200 tonnes of obsolete   
pesticides and associated waste in        
Tanzania. Formalities were completed 
on the of 18th March in Dar es Salaam 
between CropLife International and the 
National Environment Management 
Council of Tanzania (NEMC) with the 
signing of the contribution agreement. 
Recruitment of a technical expert by 
NEMC is already well advanced and it is          
expected that work will start shortly on 
updating the inventory of obsolete     
pesticides in Tanzania. 

les.hillowitz@icon.co.za 

TIME  SPENT WITH  CROPLIFE TANZANIA  

COVERED AN ARRAY OF ACTIVITIES 

These were:  
● The self sustainability of the National Association.  

●  Partnerships. 

 

Above: L - R Ernest Massae, Cosmas Matanda and Obed Kaondo 
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MALAWI HAS A FIVE YEAR PLAN 
It’s about six months from the time that the new 

ExCo of CropLife Malawi was appointed. Within this 

short period they developed their Strategic Plan and 

have identified the actions needed for the next five 

years. (An abbreviated version of their Strategic Plan 

can be found on the website). 

Training in Malawi will focus exclusively at the agro 

dealer level. To this end the 12 Master Trainers will 

be briefed with the aim of training 150 agro dealers in 

the next 24 months. Taking this a step further,      

preliminary contact with CNFA has highlighted the 

possibility of this agency becoming a partner in the 

container management initiative and USAID to     

possibly share in the Safe Use training initiative. 

Malawi has also been identified as a suitable country 
for the CLI Safe Guarding project and support for this     
undertaking was underscored by the Permanent  
Secretary of Agriculture.           
                                                          les.hillowitz@icon.co.za 

Above: Fred Kwalewale and Enock Chikava of CropLife Malawi together with 
managers of Mzunga Estate assessing obsolete pesticide stocks 

CropLife NigeriaCropLife NigeriaCropLife NigeriaCropLife Nigeria    

Big turn out at recent 

 training course 

A group of 62 met in Nigeria on the 
10th of March and again  the 21st and 
22nd where they attended a training 
course. The audience included a 
wide range of participants from small 
scale farmers to spraying operators.  

 

The objective of this training was to: 

●To teach participants how to repair and    

maintain a knapsack sprayer for a long  period. 

●To identify the various parts of a sprayer, their 

functions and  spray patterns. 

●To ensure adequate methods of pest control, 
good storage techniques and  the health and 
safety measures that apply in a factory  setting. 
The course was sponsored by Dizengoff W.A 
Nigeria Ltd and Maquinas  Agriclas Jacto S. A 
Brazil.                                                                        
bama-croplife@aviso.ci 

 

 Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa 
(AGRA) 

On the 20th of March a meeting took place with 

Dr K Makinde, Programme Officer, Agro Dealer 

Development AGRA. Discussion centred 

around the activities and priority areas of   

CropLife Africa Middle East, whilst AGRA pre-

sented their structure, vision, areas of activity 

and policies. Dr Makinde agreed to undertake a 

presentation at the forthcoming Hub Workshop 

in Accra covering these points. This should help 

the national associations within the CropLife 

network to familarise themselves with the 

AGRA Organisation and to consider partner-

ships wherever this may be possible. 

bama-croplife@aviso.ci 

What’s happening in MalawiWhat’s happening in MalawiWhat’s happening in MalawiWhat’s happening in Malawi    
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Trainee’s performance assessed  In  Antananarivo, Madagascar 
In line with the CropLife Africa Middle East policy to support local capacity building on the Safe Use/IPM training, a 
course ‘Training of Trainers’ was conducted by Manon Dohmen and Raphael Vogelsperger from IFDC, with the   
support of CLAME in October 2007. Taking advantage of an IFDC mission led by Raphael in a joint project initiated 
by the IFDC and CropLife Madagascar, it was decided to run a Follow-up Course for ‘Trainers of Trainers’. This took 
place from 17-21 March 2008 where the performance of the 14 previous trainees could be assessed. Five trainees 
assisted in the first part of the course and three assisted in the second part.  

Training Roundup 
Madagascar 

Refresher course 17-18 March 

The first day of the course was dedicated to a refresher course on Safe Use technical 
and facilitation skills. On the second day, trainees prepared their training materials for 
part two of the ‘Training of Trainers” follow-up. Thirteen themes were prepared by the 
trainees including personal protective equipment, store organisation, preparation, 
sprayers, first aid, handling of  spillage, types of pesticides, dosage, active ingredient           
formulation and the use of sprayers.                                                                                        

  Practical sessions 19-20 March 

Forty six participants including retailers, stockists, applicators, government agencies, industrial farmers, NGO’s and students 
attended the practical sessions. Half the participants were women. Each of the three trainees had to prepare three to five 
half-hour lessons. Two facilitators tested them and all other participants were assessed on their presentation skills, use of 
training methods and materials, as well as the ability to transfer knowledge. The three trainees did very well and all          
participants were pleased with the lessons. Each participant had to complete a ‘pre-test’ and a ‘post-test’. At the end of the 
course the results were assessed in order to qualify for a certificate of competence. Forty three out of forty six succeeded the 
‘post test’ and obtained the certificate. 
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Part 1 

Part II 
Above: Manon and Raphael refreshing facilitating skills to trainees 

Above: Session by Arivelo on how to calibrate 

a sprayer 

Above middle: Rollandson is teaching     

trainees how to wear PPE 

Above : Solofo lectures on store organisation 

Part III  Evaluation 21 March 

The three trainees skills have improved significantly and CropLife          
Madagascar are confident that they have sufficient training capacity for the 
future. The Trainees received very positive feedback from participants. It is 
important to stress that they were organised, professional and excellent    
technically. A CD with COLEACP/PIP Pesticide Safe Use and CLAME      
Responsible Use of Pesticide  Handbooks was given to each participant. The 
overall organisation of the course was well executed and the timing          
outstanding. The assistance of the facilitators was very much appreciated.  

Part III 

Above: A smiling trainee after receiving a certificate 
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Biotechnology – Africa Regional Network Meeting 
A workshop embracing all organisations involved in the development of biotechnology in Africa and 
supported by CropLife International took place in early March in Pretoria, South Africa. The meeting was 
chaired by Björn Neumann whilst Denise Dewar and Craig Rickard participated from CLI,  Washington. 

The participants provided updates on issues such as: 

● Changing political landscape 

● Areas of responsibility 

● Initiatives and activities planned for 2008 

● Challenges faced – areas done well, areas that need  improvement 

● Opportunities and initiatives which have been historically successful 

Points covered on the overview of the network that exists in Africa included: 

Identification of priority parties within the network. 

• How can this network most efficiently be used to maximize the impact of the groups objectives and  

priorities.  

• Efficient and coordinated outreach to priority parties Other areas covered were the update and revision 
of budgets as well as the expectations of CLI.                                                     les.hillowitz@icon.co.za 

Above: Visit to a small scale farmer as part of the Biotech outreach programme.                                                                                                                                
L-R Frederick Oyugi, ABSF,  Margaret Karembu, ISAAA, Denise Dewar, CLI, Daniel Otunge, ISAAA and Craig Rickard, CLI  
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R-L: Mr. Mahmoud Altabaishi, Dr. Radi Altarawna, Mr. Samir Owais, leading the inaugural session 

Jordan’s Agricultural Materials Traders 
and Producers Association (AMATPA) 
met with the Technical Consultancy 
Centre (TCC) at the 3rd International 
Conference on Intellectual Property 
Rights in Agriculture.  
 
The conference held on  the 1st of April 
at the Holiday Inn Amman was        
sponsored by Jordan’s Minister of    
Agriculture and included the broad   
participation of local and international 
stakeholders. Dr Radi Altarawna,     
Under-Secretary of the MOA, addressed 
the inaugural session of the              
conference. 
 
Local stakeholders included ministries of 
agriculture, Industry and Trade, National 
Centre for Research and Extension, the 
Jordanian Society on Intellectual     
Property and other public and private 

sector participants. At the conference  a 
number of vital issues were addressed 
including: 
 

●Major provisions of the UPOV Agreement 

●Patent registration 

●Biotech innovations in developing        

countries 

●Interaction between patents and          

protection of plant varieties 

●Impact of the IPR laws on the marketing of  

Biotech seeds 

●IPR on GM crops 

●IPR in Agriculture and the impact on    

promoting medicinal plants   

The conference issued a number of  

recommendations: 

● Issuance of a national guide on plant 
    varieties and initiation of metrological 

    standards on  varieties   

●Ensuring broader legal involvement    

   on IPR issues. 

●Utilization of all media outlets in          

   raising awareness on IPR         

●Initiation of a harmonized system on   
  patent registration amongst Arab         

  countries  

●Next annual conference must include 

   pesticide and fertilizer sectors  

●Initiation of patent and trademark        

   protection systems  

●Initiation of an electronic network for   
   information exchange on IPR issues   

   and  related researches.  

Representing the Plant Science Industry 

STAKEHOLDERS MEET IN JORDAN AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 

ali-croplife@nets.com.jo 
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News Snippets 

Contributors: 

 

Ali Mohamed Ali (North Africa Middle East) 

 ali-croplife@nets.com.jo 

Bama Octave Yao (West-Central Africa) 

 bama-croplife@aviso.ci 

Les Hillowitz (East-Southern Africa) 

 les.hillowitz@icon.co.za 

NEW PRESIDENT CROPLIFE KENYA  

CropLife Kenya Annual General Meeting was held on  the 28th March 2008 where a 
new chairman, Daniel Kimaru Kagwe, was elected. He is the Director of Twiga 
Chemical Industries where he heads the Agrochemicals, Animal Health and      
Customer Care divisions. He has worked in the industry since 1974 and brings with 
him a wealth of experience. Daniel Kagwe has been a member of CropLife Kenya    
Executive Committee since 1998 and in 2007 he served as Vice Chairman until his 
recent election as Chairman. Among the key issues he wishes to work on during 
his tenure is to strengthen partnerships between CropLife Kenya and its partners. 

 SAM KUNU IS NIGERIA CROPLIFE PRESIDENT! 

At the recent CropLife Nigeria AGM, Sam Kunu, was elected President of the                 

National Association.   
Sam.kunu@insis-ng.com 

Technical Advisor (Disposal), Mali           

The Project Management Unit of the Africa Stockpiles Project in Mali 
wishes to employ a suitably qualified and experienced Technical Advisor 
(TAD) to facilitate activities necessary for the safe and complete disposal 
of obsolete pesticide stockpiles in Mali. The TAD will be required to advise 
the PMU on all activities relating to the collection and ultimate destruction 
of national pesticide stockpiles. This position is being funded by CropLife 
International on behalf of the companies participating in the CropLife    
International Obsolete Stocks Programme. For further details, visit 
www.africastockpiles.net 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL ! 

 DANIEL KAGWE ELECTED... 

 CROPLIFE ZIMBABWE HAS A NEW CHAIRMAN… 

NEW CHAIRMAN AND EXECUTIVES ARE 

CropLife Zimbabwe held their AGM on the 14th March. The new chairman is Onisai  
Machiridza (Windmill). New executive members are: G Reid (Bayer Cropscience),  
I Armstrong (Intercrop), C  Masvikeni, J Mkandla (Syngenta) and V Amos  (Z.F.C.).  

 SAM KUNU ELECTED... 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Above: Sam Kunu  

Above: Daniel Kagwe  


