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Stewardship 

CropLife Kenya participates in 3-day farmer training on Fall Army Worm and Good  

Agricultural Practices. 

The venue was the Riat market in Nyatike,               

Migori county where more than 300 farmers and 

stakeholders in the pesticide, seed, extension and 

dairy sector congregated for a 2-day training and a      

1-day exhibition which ran from the 19 to 21 July.       

At a colorful exhibition held at the Riat grounds, the 

Cabinet Secretary for Agriculture in Kenya, Hon.     

Willy Bett handed 1 ton of assorted pesticides and 40 

knapsack sprayers to community members fighting 

the Fall Army Worm in the area.   

Riat market is adjacent to the Sito valley which is 

situated along Lake Victoria. Both rain-fed and        

irrigated agriculture takes place in this region to meet 

the demands of the neighboring urban areas who 

demand both cereals and vegetables.  

The area has been hard hit by the effects of Fall  

Army Worm which threatened to decimate their 

maize yields which is a popular component of the 

local diet. The control of pests and diseases in this 

hot and humid climate calls for the use of pesticides 

which are used by these farmers. The training and 

exhibition therefore presented a good opportunity to 

meet with the farmers and educate them on the need 

to use pesticides responsibly more so considering 

the fragile ecosystem that surrounds them.  

 

Above: The Cabinet Secretary for Agriculture Hon. Willy 

Bett tours the FAW section of the exhibition 

Above: Cabinet Secretary for Agriculture Hon. Willy Bett  

Left: Farmers follow proceedings during the 

pesticide use training 
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The key message delivered urged them to commit to a cycle of; administering the proper pesticide dosage rates and use of       

personal protective equipment, Observation of CropLife Kenya members in attendance were able to showcase their solutions 

for Fall Army Worm control and advise farmers on the importance of proper timing of spraying and alternation of pesticides with 

different modes of action to counter the development of resistance  

The farmers who attended the full course received a complete package that will go a long way in improving their agricultural 

productivity. On hand to offer counsel on the proper management of dairy cows was the Kenya Dairy Board and the Kenya 

Seed association to offer advice on suitable seed varieties for the area.  

The sugar, sisal and horticultural crops Directorates of the Agriculture and Food Authority were also on hand to offer advice on 

the proper husbandry of crops grown in the area. Other innovations and technologies including farm mechanization and energy 

conservation were on display.  

 

Above: A CropLife Kenya official addressing 

farmers at the pesticide handover 

A farmer listens attentively to an advisor on    

pesticide use 

Benson Ngigi  
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Additional Promotion of the Services of SSPs in Nigeria 

CropLife Nigeria organized a series of events to promote 

the services of SSPs among farmers in Nigeria. Several 

member companies of CropLife Nigeria attended the         

program and used the opportunity to present their       

products to the SSPs and farmers, and to warn them 

against the use of counterfeit and illegal products. The 

activity is part of an SSP project that has been             

implemented with the support of the Palladium/Propcom 

Mai-Karfi project in which 165 SSPs were trained. 

A total of 7 events were organized in different              

communities in Jigawa, Kaduna and Kano State. During 

each event, the SSPs, farmers and representatives of 

local government from the respective community             

attended. Every program hosted between 100 and 150 

participants. Member companies, Candel, Harvestfield, 

SARO, and WACOT displayed their products and         

answered questions from the audience. Candel detailed 

their container management program in which farmers 

can return empty containers to any Candel dealer and 

receive 20 naira per bottle (0.06 USD).  

After the events, the field coordinator of CropLife Nigeria 

checked the ledgers of all SSPs present and gave a       

refresher course on how to keep meaningful records on 

application activities and the need for this. 

CropLife Nigeria signed a contract with the Propcom          

Mai-Karfi project to set up a network of 165 Spray Service 

Providers (SSP) in Jigawa, Kaduna, and Kano State who 

will service at least 4,200 farmers. Propcom Mai-Karfi is a 

program funded by the United Kingdom’s Department for 

International Development (DFID) that aims to increase 

income for the poor through enhanced employment        

opportunities in Northern Nigeria. Owing to its focus on 

(youth) employment and increased income, the project 

showed an interest in the SSP concept which creates job 

opportunities for youth and will increase the income of 

farmers through higher yields with the better application of 

pesticides. 

 

Above: Addressing farmers and SSPs in Kaduna state 

Right: Field Officer Babajide Adigun (left) refreshing the knowledge of 

SSPs on record keeping 

Member company WACOT presenting their products  

National Coordinator Siji Ofoesuwa talking about the SSP concept  

Manon Mireille Dohmen 
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Obsolete Pesticides Removed from the CropLife Ghana Temporary Storage Facility 

During July, a team from Veolia UK and 

CropLife Ghana removed 26 tons of obsolete 

pesticides from the CropLife Ghana temporary 

storage facility (TSF) for disposal in Europe. 

This program was funded by the FAO Regional 

Office in Accra under the FAO-TCP Program, 

and was in collaboration with CropLife Ghana, 

the Ministry of Food & Agriculture (MoFA) and 

the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Since 2010 until the present, CropLife Ghana 

has been collecting and safeguarding obsolete 

pesticides from across the country and safely 

storing these at the temporary storage facility 

(TSF) in Pokuase. The CropLife TSF was       

constructed primarily for the storage of         

obsolete pesticides.  

The obsolete stocks were collected from both 

the public and private sectors across the   

country. As part of the program, FAO is          

funding the refurbishment of the temporary 

storage facility.  

This development marks the official ending of 

the CleanFarms Program in Ghana. In this 

regard, all equipment remaining from the 

CleanFarms Program will be transferred to 

CropLife Ghana for the continuous             

management of the TSF. 

40ft containers loaded with obsolete stocks destined for the Harbour in 

Tema, Ghana  

Fred Boampong 
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Training Workshop on PRD/CBI in Cote d’Ivoire  

Two workshops took place, on  27 July for the  Pesticides 

Committee (registrars) of Cote d’Ivoire and on 28 July for 

member companies of CropLife Cote d’Ivoire. The two     

workshops were organized to sensitize and guide the        

pesticides committee (regulators) and members of CropLife 

Cote d’Ivoire  on the importance and proper management of 

PRD/CBI.  

Following the setting of objectives for the workshops by 

Bama Yao, the presentation by R. Yeboue of CropLife CI 

during the first workshop, highlighted the contribution of    

pesticides to sustainable agriculture. He stressed on the strict 

regulations governing the production, distribution and uses of 

pesticides at national, regional and  international levels, with 

the stewardship programs providing tools to “maximize       

benefits and minimize risks”. 

The presentation on PRD/CBI by Hans-Werner Rauen     

focused on :  

 Components of intellectual property rights in the       

pesticides sector. 

 Components and benefits of PRD and CBI.  

 Importance of innovation in sustainable agriculture 

and the magnitude of investment by the crop         

protection industry in innovation 

The discussions that followed focused on the current       

practices covering the management of dossiers submitted for   

pesticide registrations and the possible improvement needed.  

Also, the handling of a second application  without own data 

or a letter of access from the first  applicant being the       

generator of the data, and the actions needed for a legal 

framework for PRD/CBI. 

The second session targeted the R-D and registration       

officers, sales and marketing teams of member companies of 

CropLife Cote d”Ivoire. An overview of the registration          

procedures was presented as an introduction followed by the 

presentation on PRD/CBI facilitated by  Hans-Werner Rauen. 

The key focus was the need for the companies to involve 

their officers and agents in PRD/CBI through training and 

sensitization. 

Overall the two sessions were found to be very useful and 

provided grounds for future meetings and discussions         

between the pesticides committee and industry to develop 

concrete actions and steps on PRD/CBI. The issue will be 

presented to the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural                     

Development and will be part of the discussions at the future 

“Pesticides Day” to be organized by CropLife Cote d’Ivoire. 

CropLife AME is expected to provide support with examples 

and case studies for setting-up a legal 
Bama Yao  

Hans-Werner Rauen addressing the Pesticides Committee of Cote d’Ivoire on the 
importance and benefits of PRD/CBI (courtesy: CropLife Cote d’Ivoire ).  

Group photos of participants at the workshop with representatives of member 
companies of  CropLife Cote d’Ivoire  (Above)  and the Pesticides Committee 
(Below)). 

Photo: Courtesy: CropLife Cote d’Ivoire I 

Regulatory 
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Anti-Counterfeiting 

CropLife Ghana Holds Anti-Counterfeiting Workshop 

The Plant Science Industry is committed to promoting practices that encourage the responsible use of agrochemical products 

but at the same time is committed to sensitizing stakeholders on the issues of counterfeit and fake products. This scourge has 

plagued the industry in Ghana for years and needs to be stopped. To do this various strategies need to be used, one of which is 

to sensitize officers manning border posts along the borders of the country. In this regard CropLife Ghana held an                     

Anti-Counterfeiting Workshop for Customs and Plant Protection & Regulatory Services Directorate (PPRSD) Quarantine Officers 

in Tamale on 4 August. In line with the “roadmap” drawn up in 2016 by the then Deputy Minister of Food & Agriculture, and EPA, 

CropLife Ghana together with the PPRSD and other institutions developed plans to curb sub-standard products from entering 

the country.  

CropLife Ghana collaborated with the Chemical Control Management Centre (CCMC) of the EPA and the Plant Protection & 

Regulatory Services Directorate of MoFA, in organizing a 1-day Anti-Counterfeiting workshop for officers of the Customs           

Division of Ghana Revenue Authority (GRA) and Plant Quarantine Officers responsible for the border posts in the Northern,      

Upper East and Upper West Regions of Ghana.  

These regions have the busiest border posts and are mostly shared with French speaking neighbours including, Burkina Faso, 

Mali, Benin, Togo, and Cote d’Ivoire. Many of the border posts along these routes are not approved and therefore extremely 

porous.   The workshop was designed to improve the knowledge of customs & plant quarantine officials to enable them to      

effectively carry out their mandate in minimizing and preventing the imports and exports of counterfeit and illegal pesticides, 

including  government subsidized fertilizers. 

More than 50 officers from the Customs Division, Plant Quarantine of MoFA and officers of EPA and PPRSD/MoFA participated 

in the program. Fred Boampong, of CropLife Ghana opened the meeting by providing background on the national association 

and identifying the problem of counterfeit pesticides and fertilizers as a major challenge faced. He made a passionate plea to the 

Customs and Plant Quarantine Officers manning the border posts to use their skills in preventing both imports and exports of 

non-approved pesticides and fertilizers from entering and leaving the country. He asked officers to ensure that fertilizers under 

the government’s subsidy program, “Planting for Food & Jobs”, are prevented from crossing the border. 

Joe Edmund, Deputy Registrar of CCMC/EPA, presented on the Registration, Labelling and importation of Pesticides into the 

country and detailed the role of the CEPS officers under the current Pesticide Act 490.    In his presentation, Chris AKAI,          

Northern Regional PPRSD Officer, stressed on the need for officers to be watchful over the frequent transportation of subsidized     

fertilizers and seeds across the borders to neighbouring countries.  Customs officers raised the issue of the many unmanned   

borders especially in the Upper East and Upper West Regions of the country. Nevertheless, they undertook to do their best in 

making sure that proper checks are carried out on the pesticide products that pass through the borders, and report to the EPA, 

PPRSD or CropLife Ghana, should they encounter anything suspicious. 

In so far as the easy identification of fake products, participants were taken through the simple rudiments of the CropLife          

Counterfeit Poster. They were advised to be cautious and tactful in their duties to prevent unnecessary brushes with the local 

inhabitants.  Counterfeiting in Ghana is a real issue and growing. Workshops of this nature to train and encourage stakeholders 

definitely has a positive impact in containing the problem  
Fred Boampong  

Group Participants 
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This was a vast undertaking which took place between 24 – 28 July across 15 administrative regions of Cote d’Ivoire. It involved 

more than 300 delegates in the 15 regions including the Prefects and Sub-Prefects, Regional Directors, officers and agents from 

the Ministries of Agriculture and Rural Development (MINADER), of the Urban Salubrity, Environment and Sustainable         

Development (SEDD), of Commerce, of Industry, and of Health. Added to this were Customs Services, police and                      

representatives of farmers’ organizations and pesticides retailer groups. The events were covered by  rural radio journalists who 

attended.  

To achieve this outcome three different groups were sent across the country to assist in the creation of the Departmental           

Committees against Illegal Pesticides (Comités Départementaux de Lutte contre les Pesticides Illégaux, CDLPI).   The                

workshops aimed to explain the interministeriel decree related to the CDLPI and the related undertaking in which the referred 

stakeholders need to be involved. Brief presentations were made on the pesticide regulations in Cote d’Ivoire which led to            

discussions on the risks associated with illegal pesticides on human health and the environment as well as on the economy of 

the country. The overall objective is to develop a sustainable program against illegal pesticides and to do this, there is a need for 

the setting-up of the committees to sensitize, inform and educate the public and in doing so seek their involvement in this         

program. The participants expressed their satisfaction for the initiative and undertook to fully cooperate and support the initiative. 

In total the 30 administrative regions have created their respective committees; the creation of CDLPI is underway in the 108 

departments and expected to be completed by end August.  

Participants listening to the explanations on the CDLPI (Below) and group photos of the 

participants in San-Pedro (Above L) and in Seguela (Above –R). Courtesy: DPVCQ  

Bama Yao 

Creation of the Departmental Committees against Illegal Pesticides (CLDPI) 
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Plant Biotechnology 

Kenya Approves Field Trials of Biotech Corn and Cotton 

The National Biosafety Authority of Kenya approved the applications for National Performance Trials (NPTs) of biotech corn and 

cotton, which will commence in October 2017. This was announced by NBA managing director, Willy Tonui, after a meeting with 

stakeholders, including Kenya Agricultural Livestock and Research Organisation (KALRO) and African Agricultural Technology 

Foundation (AATF) who previously received permits for field trials but were stopped by Health Secretary Dr. Cleopa Mailu. 

"Just recently, we had a discussion with Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS) and I now want to confirm that we 

have the guidelines required for the release of biotech maize for field trials and there is no reason why NPTs should not start 

soon," said Dr. Tonui. He also mentioned that they had already reached an agreement on biotech cotton and that it would be 

rolled out in the next planting season. 

India's Environment Ministry Stresses Safety of GM Mustard 

The environment ministry of India has told the Supreme Court that GM mustard has no herbicide tolerant trait and genetically 

modified crops have a proven history of safe use for more than 20 years.  GM mustard was developed by renowned geneticist 

Deepak Pental (former vice-chancellor of Delhi University) and his team, with support from the National Dairy Development 

Board and the Department of Biotechnology, Dhara Mustard Hybrid. It is expected to help farmers increase mustard productivity 

which has been stagnant for several years. No herbicide tolerance trait was introduced in the variety. However, biotech critics 

are repeatedly making misleading claims that GM mustard is a herbicide tolerant crop.  Thus, the environment ministry released 

an affidavit stressing that GM mustard is not herbicide tolerant, and that the risk assessment studies showed that the GE crop 

does not pose any harmful effect to humans or animals. "Rapeseed /canola (sister crop of mustard) hybrids based on same 

technology have been a major success in Canada, USA, and Australia   the technology has a proven history of safe use for more 

than 20 years. There is no report of any proven ill effects whatsoever in the use of this technology," said the environment         

ministry in its affidavit. 

The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC), the regulator of GM products in India, has recommended the approval 

of commercial planting of GM mustard on May 11, 2017.  
ISAAA 

ISAAA 
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Biotechnology Praised at the Biggest Agri Expo in Uganda 

Agricultural biotechnology was again at the center of discussion during the biggest agricultural expo in Uganda, which ran        

from July 17-23, 2017. Dubbed the 25th Annual Source of the Nile Agricultural Show, this year's theme was Managing the   

Challenges of Climate Change for Sustainable Agriculture. While officially opening the show on July 18, 2017, the President of 

Uganda Yoweri Kaguta Museveni reiterated his continued support for biotechnology, and noted how it could address some of 

the challenges facing the agricultural sector. The President also used this as an opportunity to educate the public on              

biotechnology. 

"I have been doing biotechnology all the time. Therefore, this breeding is traditional “President Museveni noted. He went on to 

explain how farmers in rural areas had been traditionally selecting crops and animals for various purposes, which essentially is 

what scientists do while doing biotech research.  

The President used an example of his cows to further elaborate on what biotechnology is. "I have been doing this with my cows, 

where if I want those with longhorns and not short ones, I cross-breed to get the desired ones." He noted that biotechnology is 

only more precise at doing what traditional breeding does. The president likened those who don't understand biotechnology to 

 flat earthers', who think the earth is flat, and not round. 

The president further expressed his frustration on the delayed passing of the biotechnology and biosafety law, which would  

allow farmers to have access to biotech crops. He noted that this was a huge mistake on the side of the legislators. The       

Biotechnology and Biosafety Bill, which is currently before parliament, has been on the shelves for more than four years.       

However, there is renewed optimism that it will pass into law, given high level political support it has received in recent t imes. 

Uganda Biosciences Information Center (UBIC), in concert with other biotech players exhibited information materials on current 

biotech research in Uganda, frequently asked questions on GMOs, and biotech applications in other fields such as medicine. 

Ms Helen Apio, a tissue culture and transformation expert from National Agricultural Research interacting with farmers at the expo 

ISAAA 
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Upcoming Events 

E & SA Hub Meeting, Harare,       August 29 - 31   

     

CropLife South Africa Congress, Johannesburg,    September 5 - 6   

   

PIT, PRD & RSC meetings, Washington DC     September 11 - 15  

     

RRC meeting Germany        September 18 - 19   

    

Container Management Project Team Meeting, Washington   November 7    

   

IPM / RU Project Team Meeting, Washington     November 8   

   

Stewardship Steering Committee Meeting, Washington    November 9     
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