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Stewardship 

Oman: Pesticides Research gets Global Honour 

MUSCAT  — Research on the safe use of pesticides in Oman has recently been honoured by 
inclusion in a special edition of a top international scientific research journal. The work was    
conducted by Dr Said al Zadjali from the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs and      
Prof Mike Deadman from the College of Agricultural and Marine Sciences at Sultan Qaboos 
University, along with collaborators from Surrey University in UK. Science of the Total           
Environment is one of the highest-ranking academic journals; publishing research results from 
around the world. The inclusion of the work in the special edition highlights the value of the   
research in documenting the processes involved in pesticide use in Oman and especially the 
dangers arising from the disposal of obsolete and surplus chemicals and their containers. 

The results came from a farm level examination of the decision-making processes used by farm 
owners and farm workers when deciding about the deployment of chemical methods for the 
control of pests and diseases on food crops. The research has serious implications not only for 
the safety of those involved in the application of pesticides on farms, but also for the protection 
of the environment and the healthiness of the food that reaches our tables. Prof Deadman said 
that the research was conducted initially in Al Batinah Governorate and covered over 200 farms 
although the work has recently expanded to cover all other agricultural regions of Oman. He 
pointed out that farm-based surveys had shown up differences in attitudes towards pesticides 
between those owning and working on farms that were members of the Al Batinah Farmers’ 
Association and those from farms not in the Association. 

On farms in the Association the pesticides being used were mainly higher quality products from major international producers 
and obsolete products and empty containers were more likely to be disposed of according to government requirements. Fewer 
pesticides that were prohibited under the recent Royal Decree were found on farms that were members of the Association. In 
contrast, farms that were not part of the Association were more likely to be using cheap (and potentially inferior and possibly 
dangerous) pesticide products, were more likely to be using products that were prohibited by the Royal Decree and were less 
likely to dispose of unwanted pesticides and their containers according to government guidelines. On non-Farmers; Association 
farms, empty pesticide containers were most likely to be left lying around on the soil or perhaps to be collected and burned on 
site. Both practices are very hazardous. Empty pesticide containers are an obvious danger to livestock and people, especially 
children. 

Professor Mike Deadman 
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The burning of empty containers is also a serious source of pollution as such containers are unlikely to have been cleaned   
before being burned. Pesticide residues or their combustion products are then released into the atmosphere. Prof Deadman 
said that he hoped that in future the research could be expanded to cover other aspects of pesticide use in Oman, along the 
lines recently outlined in his address to the Shura Council by the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries. “Much of what happens 
on farms comes down to the perception of risk. What we started calling “Recognize the Risks”. Risk can either be embraced or 
avoided; some of us like it, some run from it. There are risks involved in growing certain crops  — some are likely to need more 
pesticide protection than others, they are more inherently susceptible to pests and diseases. 

The study results show that Farmers’ Association farmers are more likely to embrace risk and grow high risk-reward crops, and 
yet by using appropriate, high quality products at the correct rates, the dangers of contamination and over exposure (leading to 
pesticide residues on food) are minimal. In contrast on a poorly managed farm risky crops are avoided and risks to yield are 
eliminated by excessive use of chemicals. The problem is that this transfers the risk to us — the risk of pesticide contamination 
of our food”, the professor said. Prof Deadman further said: “We need to reinforce the path of pesticide enlightenment that s tarts 
with correct problem diagnosis, continues through selection of appropriate pesticide product and correct application procedure 
and ends with observance of the waiting period between pesticide application and crop harvesting”. 

Prof Deadman, with colleagues from the ministries is working towards the introduction of certificate programs that must be taken 
by those involved in pesticide applications; the rigorous enforcement of border controls to prevent the importation of prohibited 
pesticides into Oman; restrictions on the use of cheap copies of pesticides that could contain high levels of contaminants and 
the issuance of clearer guidelines on recommended pesticides for particular crop problems. “For the sake of our health, the 
health of farmers and the health of the environment, we need to ensure that the use of pesticides is ever more closely controlled 
and in line with government policy,” he concluded. 

Oman Observer 
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The IFPRI Study on Climate Change & the Role of            

Agricultural Technologies was released on Feb 12. The long 

awaited study was presented at a major event in Washington 

DC with about 150 attendants. The study is a powerful report 

and simulation for a series of modern agricultural              

technologies including drought tolerance, nutrient efficiency, 

no-till farming schemes as well as for established crop      

protection technologies such a weed, disease and insect pest 

control. The publication materials were made available at a 

series of events by IFPRI with a planned rollout by CropLife of 

the study. A particularly interesting tool is an online simulation 

tool, which allows for regional or national decision makers to 

simulate the effects of certain scenarios from 2010 to 2050. 

The simulated scenario choices show expected changes of 

agricultural production and related commodity prices as well 

as the change in population exposed to hunger and poverty. 

Detailed materials will first be shown in our region at the hub 

meeting in Yaoundé in April. 

Release of the IFPRI Study on Climate Change and the Role of Agricultural Technologies 
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SAGA: Participation at the Crop Protection Conference, Sudan 

The Third Conference on Crop Protection in Sudan 
was organized by the Agricultural Research       
Corporation (ARC) on the 3rd and 4th of February at 
the premises of the ARC in the city of Medani in 
Sudan. 

The conference was attended by close to one   
thousand participants including 150 participants 
from abroad representing different disciplines of 
the agricultural sector, research institutions,     
regulatory bodies together with regional and     
international stakeholder organizations present in 
Africa and the Middle East. Representatives from 
CropLife member companies made effective     
participation at the event through presentations 
and advertising focusing on new crop protection 
technologies. 

The Sudanese Agrochemicals Association (SAGA) 
undertook a leading role in the organization of the 
event and received an award of competence, and 
recognized as a prominent stakeholder and partner 
in the crop protection domain in the Sudan. 

Acting on behalf of CropLife Africa Middle East, Ali 
Mohamed Ali delivered a presentation in the     
plenary session at the request of the ARC on the 
“CropLife Stewardship Vision 2020” focusing on 
the key result areas as outlined in the vision. This 
included the stewardship priorities undertaken by 
CropLife and its regional and country associations. 
Key focus was on the following areas: 

IPM and Responsible Use 
Container Management 
Obsolete Stocks Management 
International Code of Conduct 
Resistance Management 

At the request of the ARC, the Gezira State     
Television interviewed Ali with particular emphasis 
on CropLife activities related to container         
management and obsolete stocks disposal. Both 
the presentation and the abstract delivered on   
behalf of CropLife were published in the conclusive 
summary of the conference that encompassed 80 
presentations and papers covering different      
aspects of crop protection activities. 

 

 

 

 

Ali Mohamed Ali 

SAGA receiving the award of competence  

Ali being interviewed by national television 
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WCF-ACI SSP Project Côte d’Ivoire : Meeting with Coffee-Cocoa Council 

On 25 February, in Abidjan Côte d’Ivoire, Siaka 

Doumbia and Paul Assemian, Projects Officers, and 

Mé Kouakou, Sustainability Officer representing the 

Coffee-Cocoa Council, Mariam Dosso, President 

CropLife CI, Roger Yeboué, Executive Secretary, 

Kassoum Kinda National Coordinator, SSP-CAI Côte 

d’Ivoire, and Bama Yao Regional Coordinator Crop-

Life AME, got together to brief the Council on the pro-

gress of the project and to seek their greater commit-

ment in the activities for 2014.  

The following topics were covered:  

A report back on the activities for 

2013 focusing on the 260 SSP     

successful trainers (out of 315      

participants), the 5099 farmers     

serviced by end December, the    

participation and implication of    

farmers’ organizations, cocoa beans 

exporters, various organizations and 

projects. The cocoa production areas 

mainly covered were Abengourou, 

Daloa, Divo, Gagnoa, Lakota and 

San-Pedro. The role played by the 

regional representatives of the    

Council was weak owing to some 

coordination difficulties.  

Prospects for 2014:  A presentation 

was made of 2014 Action Plan and 

Budget. The Council will benefit from 

a special ToT to target 450 agents as 

potential SSP’s. The activities will 

cover over areas such as Soubré, 

Duékoué and Guiglo. CropLife will 

submit a special request to the    

Council based on the actual funding 

of the WCF-ACI and other sources, 

the gap to meet the objectives of the 

project and how the Council can   

assist the SSP. 

Ms M. Dosso, President of CropLife CI presenting the SSP training manual  

Bama Yao 
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Anti Counterfeiting 

Anti-counterfeiting Steering Committee, Washington, 12 February 

L-R, D’Arcy Quinn, Siang-Hee Tan and Rik Miller  

 

Key points covered during this meeting included: 

 

Regional updates and in which a presentation was delivered on CLAME. 

The CLI Global Policy on Storage & Disposal of Counterfeit products 

Communications 

A presentation by US outside counsel 

 
Les Hillowitz 
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CropLife Côte d’Ivoire: Meeting with the Directorate of Plant Protection-CropLife Côte d’Ivoire 

The meeting took place on 26 February in Yamoussoukro, Côte d’Ivoire where 77 officers and agents of the Ministry of Agricul-
ture participated.  

The purpose of the meeting was a follow-up on the SPS African Cocoa project aimed at:  

Building capacity for the administration agents who are in close contact with the producers and their organizations 
(POs).  

Sensitizing the administration on SPS measures 

Sensitizing the administration agents on pesticide regulations and on the proliferation of illegal pesticides in the country 
and the  subsequent impact of the quality of cocoa and sustainable cocoa economy.  

The presentations and discussions focused on:   

Pesticides and associated risks of misuse (Deputy Director of Plant protection) 

Pesticides regulations in Côte d’Ivoire (Director of Plant Protection)  

IPM and Responsible Use of Pesticides (Executive Secretary of CropLife CI) 

Counterfeit and Illicit Pesticides: Threats to Sustainable Cocoa Economy 

The Director of Plant Protection urged participants to have in place anti-counterfeit teams in their respective areas for joint ac-
tion to combat the illegal trade of pesticides. He indicated that DPVCQ will conduct random market checks during the year to 
make sure that all officers and agents are fully engaged in combating illegal pesticides. 

Bama Yao 

A view of participants ready to engage in the battle against the illegal trade of pesticides  
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Association Management 

Fourteen representatives of member companies of CropLife Cameroon together with a   delegation from CropLife AME       

comprising the DG, Rudolf Guyer, the WCA Regional Coordinator Bama Yao, and the Consultant, Xavier Schmid, participated 

at the event. 

A report back was given on the 2013 activities as well as discussions on the 2014 Action Plan. General items covered included: 

Market conditions and the requirements for membership to join CropLife Cameroon.   

Government taxation on CPP’s remain unchanged, but pesticides used for wood treatment are not considered as      

agricultural inputs and are now subject to a 20% tax.     

Stewardship and Training: the cooperation with the MINADER was again successful, and the 8 regions targeted with     

a total of 362 participants benefited from the sessions. For 2014, training will also cover agro estates although the   

smallholders will still be the primary target. Ten regions will be covered with a target of 500 trainees.  

Fake and counterfeit products: Focusing on the sensitization campaign in Bafoussam, Yaoundé and Kumba, the survey 

under preparation is to measure the impact of fake pesticides on the activities of the member companies. R. Guyer    

presented the Anti-counterfeiting Flagship Project of CropLife AME. The anti-counterfeiting measures requested by the 

“Circular Letter” issued by the Ministry of Agriculture in March 2013 and  their adoption and implementation by national 

and international suppliers, were discussed. 

Other topics covered related to the Communications, the Financial Report, the SSP project and the organization of the WCA 

Hub Workshop in April.    

CropLife Cameroon holds Annual General Assembly Meeting   

Bama Yao 

The Vice President and Chairman of the AGM meeting, Olivier Eldin and some members 
of the Executive Committee of CropLife Cameroon  
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The Sudan Agrochemicals Association (CropLife Sudan) held 

its general assembly meeting on 12 January for the election of 

the executive committee. The meeting was held at the Union of 

Chamber of Commerce, as SAGA is a member of the importers 

chamber within the union. 

Sirlekhatim Omer Hassan and Faisal Mohamed Ali were          

re-elected as Chairman and Secretary General, respectively 

while Moawia Ahmed Mohamed was elected Treasurer. The 

executive committee consists of 15 members. 

Challenges faced by the new committee are mainly the follow-

up of the updating of the “pesticide act and by-laws”,             

intensification of stewardship programs and the disposal of   

legacy obsolete stocks.  

SAGA (CropLife Sudan) holds General Assembly Meeting 

L-R: Mohamed Abdella Ali, 
Faisal Mohamed Ali and 
Sirelkhatim Omer Hassan 

Participants at the General 
Assembly Meeting  
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Communications 

Crop Protection Communications Committee Meeting, Washington, 10 February 

Key points covered at the Committee Meeting included: 

 

Updates on the Pollinator and Outreach Plan 

Stewardship Communications Update which includes the World Cocoa Project and the SSP concept. 

Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHP’s) and an update on position development and advocacy plans 

 

Joint Plant Biotechnology / Crop Protection Communications Committee, Washington, 10 February 
Key points covered included: 

 

Highlights from 2013 Priority Projects including “brand” update and the re-launch of the website. 

Priority Projects for 2014 which include: 

Issue Management 

Plant Science Post 

World Food Prize 2014 

Promoting the IFPRI report 

Cross-platform stewardship communications 

 

Advocacy including: 

Farming First 

Priority issues for 2014 

 

Plant Biotechnology – Crop Protection Message Map 

RNAi Dicussion 

Group photo of the combined team 

Les Hillowitz 
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Global Biotech crops increased in 2013 by 5 million Ha  
South Africa plantings total 2.9 million Ha 

Plant Biotechnology 

The latest ISAAA figures were released at a media conference on Friday 28 February in Pretoria. Guest speaker at the media 
briefing was Professor Maurice Moloney, Group Executive Life Sciences for the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial       
Research Organisation (CSIRO), Sydney, Australia. Prof. Moloney was previously Chief Executive of the Rothamsted Research 
Institute in the United Kingdom, the world’s oldest agricultural research institution, founded in 1843.  His address covered the 
following: 

On behalf of the South African agricultural biotech industry (eight major biotech seed companies) and ISAAA (International   
Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Applications), it is my privilege to present to you the local and global status of GMO 
crop developments for 2013 according to statistics provided by the above organisations. 

Worldwide, 2013 marked the 18th (15th in South Africa) successive year of successful commercialisation of GM crop adoption 
which is sweeping the world at an unprecedented rate, providing sustainable food security for humans and animals, poverty 
alleviation to billions of people, and with significant benefits to the environment. 

More than 18 million farmers in 2013 (17.3 million 2012) in 27 countries on all six continents, where more than half the world’s 
population, 60% or 4 billion people live, planted 175.2 million ha (170.3 million ha 2012) of GM crops.  

An increase of five million ha. Of the 27 countries, 19 were developing countries and 8 industrial countries. For the second year, 
developing countries planted more hectares of biotech crops than industrial countries, representing the confidence and trust of 
millions of risk-averse farmers around the world who have experienced the benefits of these crops. 

Biotech crop hectares increased more than 100-fold, from 1.7 million in 1996 to over 175 million ha in 2013. This makes biotech 
crops the fastest adopted crop technology in recent times. 

On the African continent, South Africa continues its leading position as a major producer of biotech crops. For the second     
consecutive year the total biotech crop area planted in 2013 for maize, soybean and cotton is estimated at  

2.9 million ha (2.3 million ha 2011). Maize is estimated at 2.73 million ha (2.83 million ha 2012). The drop is largely due to      
severe drought conditions. Biotech maize comprised 2.36 million ha (2.42 ha 2012). Biotech maize represents 86.6% of total 
maize plantings or 2.364 million ha.  In addition, the slower growth in biotech maize share plantings is due to adoption reaching 
saturation point. Many maize growing areas are not subject to severe stalk borer infestation. In addition some traders are      
contracting farmers to plant non-GM maize at a premium for certain clients.  

Soybean plantings in 2013 increased from 500 000 ha to 520 000 ha, with 92% biotech (90% in 2012). Herbicide-tolerant trait 
was 478 000 ha (450 000 ha 2012). Total cotton area is estimated at 8 000 ha (11 000 ha 2012). Biotech adoption rate         
remained at 100% of which 95% were stacked traits.  

The decline is primarily due to competition under irrigation from higher priced maize and soybeans, and a decline in world cotton 
prices. It is estimated that the economic gain from biotech crops for South Africa for the period 1998 to 2012 was US$1.15 billion 
and US$218.5 million for 2012 alone. (Brookes and Barfoot, 2014 forthcoming.) 

L-R, Prof Maurice Moloney and 
Ben Durham, Chief Director: 
Bio-Innovations, Department of 
Science & Technology 
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From January 31, 2012 to October 2012, 348 GMO permits were granted. Maize accounted for 87%, soybeans 5.2%, cotton 6% 
and GM vaccines 1.2%. Maize seed import permits for 2013 (to 31 October) for commercial plantings amounted to 2 930 MT 
and exports for 3 830 MT. 

As far as food security is concerned, GMOs have made a significant contribution to the South African food chain. In 1998 when 
GMO maize was introduced, the average non-GMO dry land yield was 2.73t/ha. In 2008 GM yield had increased to 5.09t/ha – a 
productivity increase of 81%, a positive impact on food security. 

South Africa, with its 2.9 million ha, ranks eighth in the adoption of GMOs after the USA 70.1 million ha, Brazil 40.3 million ha, 
Argentina 24.4 million ha, India 11 million ha, Canada 10.8 million ha, China 4.2 million ha, and Paraguay 3.6 million ha. 

The mandatory labelling of GM/GMO “goods” ingredients or components, as prescribed in Regulation 7 of the South African 
Consumer Protection Act of 2008, that should have been implemented in 2011, has elicited ongoing criticism from stakeholders 
in the food chain due to its ambiguity and complexity. There has been no effort from the side of the Department of Trade and 
Industry to proceed with this regulation that might be seen by  trading partners as a technical barrier to trade. 

Africa 
The adoption of GM crops in the rest of Africa, with South Africa in the lead, and technical assistance from South Africa, looks 
very promising. Burkina Faso increased its Bt cotton hectares in 2013 by more than 50%, from 313 781 ha   

to 474 299 in 2013. Sudan in its second year of BT cotton commercialization tripled its Bt cotton production, from 20 000 ha to 
62 000 ha. 

In addition, seven African countries – Cameroon, Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria and Uganda – have conducted field 
trials on a broad range of biotech crops, namely cotton, maize, bananas and cowpeas. 

The GMO WEMA project (Water Efficient Maize for Africa) is expected to deliver its first biotech drought tolerant maize in Africa 
as early as 2017. Monsanto is donating the technology free of charge. According to the International Maize and Wheat             
Improvement Centre (CIMMYT), one of the partners in the project, under moderate drought conditions yields are expected to 
increase by 20-35% over current varieties. An additional two million metric tons of maize is expected to be available in drought 
years to feed between  

14 and 21 million people in the five countries where the research is being conducted. 

Five leading developing countries – China, India, Brazil, Argentina and South Africa – collectively grew 82.7 million ha (47% of 
global), representing 7 billion of the global population. Brazil ranks second only to the USA, with 40.3 million ha (36.6 million ha 
2012). Brazil increased its hectarage of biotech crops by more than any other country in the world, a record of 3.7 million ha. 

Food Security and Sustainability 

Between 1996 and 2012 biotech crops have made a positive contribution towards food security and sustainability through     
decreased production costs and increased productivity (estimated at 377 million tons), valued at  US$ 117 billion.  

The African Dimension 

Recent developments in Africa are an indication of the interest in Africa to produce a second wave of biotech crops that are 
suited to the local geographic and climatic conditions in Africa. Clearly, there is now widespread technical capability throughout 
African nations to develop these crops locally.  

The biggest impediment to the adoption of biotech crops in Africa is not technical competence. It is the continued recalcitrance 
of the EU to cultivate biotech crops in Europe and the potential burdens that might be placed on African exporters to Europe if 
GM crops were widely cultivated in Africa.  

The European position is neither logical nor consistent. In many cases, the EU body for food safety EFSA has recommended to 
the EU Commission to approve a number of new biotech derived plant varieties. The Commission has ignored the science and 
comprehensive safety dossiers and made political decisions which impede adoption. Conversely, Europe continues to import 
ever-increasing quantities of transgenic soybeans for livestock feed, which the retailers acknowledged in April 2013 in           
synchronized press releases. 

Interestingly, the UK Government has changed its stance on GM and biotech crops and has recently lobbied heavily in Brussels 
for changes in Europe. 
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Potential for African Agriculture in Adopting Biotech Crops  
The nations of Africa occupy a wide range of geographic and climatic zones with many different conditions. Overall, Africa’s food 
productivity is low, despite Africa having approximately 78 million acres (31 million hectares) and about 20% of the world’s    
farmland cultivating maize as a staple.  

Currently, average maize yields in Africa generally are below 2 tons per hectare, while South Africa, which grows GM maize, 
averages 4.2 tons per hectare. Average yields of maize cultivars grown in the US are over 10 tonnes per hectare and thus there 
is substantial room for yield increases.  

In many parts of Africa, farmers contend with problems that have been resolved in many parts of the world such as parasitic 
weeds like Striga and lepidopteran pests that have been defeated elsewhere by chemistry or biotechnology. In many parts of 
Africa, yields are severely limited by drought and soil quality as well as plant diseases that are less common in temperate     
climates. All of these constraining factors have been successfully treated using biotech crops in other parts of the world.  While 
biotech crops have reduced the use of agricultural chemicals such as insecticides, it is less well known that they have           
dramatically improved soil quality and water retention in many countries, due to the ability to move to a no-till form of cultivation. 
For this reason, many of the properties of biotech crops are uniquely valuable to Africa. 

Biotech crops also have an effect on post-harvest quality. In Nigeria, Benin and Togo, for instance, maize is consumed and 
stored across all agro-ecological zones. Depending on agro-ecology, crop management, and length of storage, aflatoxin        
contamination levels averaging >100 ppb have been recorded in up to 50% of grain stores sampled, and in some samples     
collected in Benin, extremely high amounts of up to 2,500 ppb  of aflatoxin were detected.  

These levels of aflatoxin are much higher than the maximum permissible limit of 20 ppb in food and feed. The introduction of    
Bt insect resistant maize around the world has drastically reduced the carryover of Aspergillus flavus into seed bins and in     
consequence reduced the levels of aflatoxin in the consumed product. 

As with all of agriculture, it is necessary to adapt varieties, genetics and cultivation practice to local conditions for maximum   
success. While biotech crops are an important part of the "toolbox" of agriculture, they must be combined with local varieties and 
land-races, specific soils and weather patterns, preferred crop rotations and dietary preferences of the local population.  

Nevertheless, given the benefits offered by a technology that is carried primarily in a seed, the only conclusion can be to       
judiciously introduce biotech solutions wherever they can meet local needs. South Africa has a special responsibility to assist its 
sister nations in Africa in evaluating and adapting these technologies to the benefit of the rapidly growing population of the entire 
continent of Africa.  

           Issued on behalf of: ISAAA (International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Applications) 

Issued by :  Hans Lombard Public Relations 

L-R, Dr Wynand van der 
Walt, Kobus Steenekamp, 
Prof Moloney and Neels 
Ferreira, Chairman, Grain 
South Africa 
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Dupont Breakthrough in Crop Biofortification 

Paul E. Schickler, Dupont President has announced that scientists at Dupont Pioneer have made research breakthrough in crop 
biofortification that would deliver micronutrient-enriched sorghum, which will contribute to food and nutrition security. 

As well, the efforts he said, is to improve nutrition for the nearly 300 million people in Africa who depend on sorghum as a staple 
crop, but who do not have access to another staple that provides the essential nutrients that sorghum lacks. 

“The African Biofortified Sorghum (ABS) initiative’s achievement of enhancing pro-vitamin A stability in sorghum marks a critical 
advancement in our ability to meet the food and nutrition needs of a rapidly growing global population,” said Schickler. 

He added that DuPont Pioneer scientists were working with other researchers in the U.S. and Africa “to enhance sorghum with 
pro-vitamin A and eventually iron and zinc through biofortification,” which is the process of improving the nutritional value of 
crops through plant breeding or through biotechnology methods. 

The ABS initiative, the report says, is expected to benefit millions of Africans that rely on sorghum, which is deficient in key   
nutrients. Vitamin A Deficiency (VAD), in particular, is the leading cause of preventable blindness in children and increases the 
risk of disease and death from severe infections. 

Up to half a million children in Africa become blind from VAD and nearly 600,000 women die from childbirth-related causes, 
many from complications that could be reduced through better provision of vitamin A. 

Schickler observes that there is need for collaboration to improve the food and agriculture value chain in Africa.  “Beyond      
increasing nutrition of a staple crop for millions, the ABS initiative aims to improve agricultural seed systems to deliver seed to 
farmers and promote productivity.” 

He disclosed that Pioneer has worked closely with Africa Harvest, a Kenya-based non-profit organization that promotes the use 
of advanced science and technology products to improve sustainable agricultural development in Africa. 

Florence Wambugu, Africa Harvest’s Chief Executive Officer said: “The success of the ABS Initiative underlines the need for 
broad-based partnerships to address food and nutrition security and agricultural systems in Africa and around the world. Apart 
from Pioneer’s technology donation and expertise, the private sector’s discipline of turning science into beneficial products  has 
been a critical ingredient of success with ABS Initiative.” 

DuPont has received a ‘Patents for Humanity’ Award from the United States Patent and Trademark Office for its willingness to 
share its intellectual property that has resulted in groundbreaking research to strengthen the nutritional profile of sorghum and 
help improve public health in target African countries. 

“Though the ABS Initiative is focused on Africa, this Initiative serves as a scalable model for using advanced research and     
science to promote sustainable food and nutrition security and seed delivery infrastructure,” said Schickler. 

 
Abdallah el-Kurebe, Regional Editor, Newswatch Communications Ltd, GSM 

Paul E. Schickler, Dupont President  



Representing the Plant Science Industry 
 

CropLi fe Af r ica Middle East Newslet ter  Number  100   
March 2014 

Page 15 

GROWING FOOD - CREATING RENEWABLES - SUPPLYING SUSTAINABLY 

 
RRC Meeting ,Tunis        March 10-13 
CropLife Uganda AGM        March 7 
Visit - Morocco - Hans Dobson to discuss disposal of 800 – 1000  
tons of obsolete stocks        March 14 
African Partners Plant Biotech Workshop, Malawi    March 17-21 
CropLife South Africa AGM       March 18 
INTERPOL Operational Planning Meeting, Rwanda    March 25-27 
CropLife Malawi AGM        March 27 
CropLife Zambia AGM        March 27 
CropLife Kenya AGM        March 28 
CropLife Zimbabwe AGM        March 28 
Meeting with Secretary of Agriculture Kenya on Kabete issue  April 1 
IPM / RU Steering Committee Meeting ,Brussels    April 9 
Stewardship Steering Committee Meeting, Brussels   April 10 
Container Management Project Team Meeting, Brussels   April 11 
WCA Hub & Regulatory Workshop, Cameroon    April 23-24 

Photo: CCAFS 
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Bama Octave Yao (West-Central Africa)      bama@croplifeafrica.org 

Les Hillowitz (East-Southern Africa)              les@croplifeafrica.org 


