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East & Southern Africa Hub and Regulatory Workshop 

The annual East & Southern Africa Hub and Regulatory Workshop took place 

in Harare, Zimbabwe on 29 - 30 August under the theme “Promoting Pesticides 

– Risk Mitigation”. The program was designed to include a one-day workshop 

on “Risk Mitigation” for the joint group of 67 participants, facilitated by Keith 

Jones. 

We were further privileged to have Will Surman, Director of Communications at 

CropLife International, who covered the subject of Plant Science                

Communications in a “Fake News” Era and later a Communications Workshop 

for the national associations. 

At the split of the two groups, the delegates following regulatory issues, gained 

a lot of knowledge on GHS, ably facilitated by Felix Meier-Manz, Regulating 

Biologicals, by Hans-Werner Rauen, the Impact of EU regulatory decision  

making on Africa, by the trio of Stella Simiyu / Samira Amellal /Johannes      

Hutzler. Following this, Rudolf Guyer undertook the concluding remarks. 

For the national associations, a new element of the SSP concept was covered 

by Manon, specifically the importance of Data Collection for Monitoring. The 

rest of the day was devoted to Container Management with presentations from 

six country associations. This exercise provided for an interactive session 

which we believe addressed many of the challenges faced by the associations. 

No successful workshop can get off the ground without a solid foundation 

which at this meeting was professionally handled by Emmanuel Nhema,      

Chairman of CropLife Zimbabwe in his Welcome Address, followed by Dirk 

Hartmann, Hub Chair, with the Keynote Address and concluding with Dumisani 

Kutywayo, Director Crops Research, undertaking the Opening Address. 

Thank you to all the participants for sharing the two information filled days with 

us. 

Chairman of CropLife Zimbabwe Emmanuel Nhema, 
during his welcome address 

 

Hub Chair Dirk Hartmann undertaking the Keynote 
address 

Dumisani Kutywayo, Director Crops Research, officially 
opening the Conference 

Les Hillowitz 
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Left & Below - Two of the four working groups        
developing a “Risk Mitigation Action Plan” 

Group Photo 
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Stewardship 

Graduation Ceremony Held for GIZ-CARI SSPs in Ghana 

28 Spray Service Providers (SSPs) graduated last month 

in the Volta region of Ghana. The SSPs will service rice 

farmers under the Competitive African Rice Initiative 

(CARI) program funded by the German Agency for           

International Cooperation (GIZ) and implemented by  

TechnoServe. The SSPs were trained with the support of 

CARI and Bayer CropScience.  

The graduation ceremonies were organized in Jasikan, 

Hohoe and Sogakope, all in the Volta region. A total of 70 

participants attended the 3 ceremonies, including the 

SSPs, District Directors of the Ministry of Food and       

Agriculture, GIZ Officers, CARI-TechnoServe Officials, 

CropLife Ghana and selected farmers from the respective 

farmer based organizations in the various communities.  

The graduation ceremony is used as publicity for the 

trained SSPs to sell their services in their respective      

communities, and for the regulatory authorities to           

recognize their abilities. During the graduation ceremonies, 

the SSPs were officially presented with certificates and ID 

cards.  

The groups were presented with sets of Personal           

Protective Equipment (PPE) directly following their training 

in May to enable them to commence with their services at 

the start of the season. 

As part of the graduation ceremony, the ledgers of most of 

the SSPs were inspected for spraying activities they had 

conducted since the training exercises in May. The         

majority of the SSPs had engaged in spraying activities in 

their respective communities. 

Graduation ceremonies for SSPs in Jasikan (Top)  Hohoe (Centre) 
and Sogakope (Below)  

Frederic Boampong 
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IPM / RU Training for retailers and applicators in Côte d’Ivoire 

Between 21 – 25 August, 85 participants comprising mostly retailers, advisors and applicators underwent IPM/RU training for 

certification by the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development (MINADER). It is worth mentioning that the Directorate of 

Plant Protection and Quality Control (DPVCQ) of the MINADER has made the training by CropLife Côte d ’Ivoire mandatory for 

individuals seeking certification to practice as retailers, counsellors and applicators.  

Topics covered during the 5-day workshop included: 

 Basics on pesticides with a focus on composition, formulations, types and family groups and the importance of IPM 

 Regulations in Cote d’Ivoire (registration, certification of importers, distributors and agro-dealers), and pesticide Labels       

 Toxicity of pesticides, PPE, Safe Transportation and Storage 

 Responsible Use        

 Pesticide application techniques and fumigation of stored products  

 Counterfeit and Illegal pesticides and associated risks    

Participants underwent a written test to assess their knowledge on these subjects. All passed and were presented with          

certificates of competence. Worth mentioning is the high level of education of many of the participants with university degrees or 

highly qualified agents from various companies and hence, been exposed to pesticides. 

Nigeria Continues Partnership with Olakoko 

CropLife Nigeria trained 14 new Spray Service Providers (SSPs) for the Sucden-Starlink Olakoko project in Osun state in          

Nigeria. In addition to this, 16 of their field officers received a special training in Integrated Pest Management (IPM). The      

programs took place during the last two weeks of August 2017. All participants performed extremely well in their tests and all 

received a certificate of competence. Both courses were facilitated by staff of CropLife Nigeria and Komes, a member company 

of CropLife Nigeria. 

In April 2013, CropLife trained the first farmers of Olakoka, which at that time were still part of the Farmers' Development Union 

(FADU), to become SSPs. Since that time, new SSPs are trained every year or existing SSPs undergo refresher courses. 

Mopelola Fabunmi, Coordinator of Olakoko, mentioned after the program to be “very impressed with the outcome of the training, 

also, full kudos to your trainers; they did a very good job. They came down to the level of the farmers and I am sure that          

indicated the tremendous difference between the pre- and post-test results.” 

Group of field officers, including CropLife coordinator Siji Ofoesuwa (middle in white shirt) and Mopelola Fabunmi (next to Siji in orange shirt). 

Manon Mireille Dohmen  

Bama Yao 
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CropLife Nigeria Successfully Closes SSP Project with Palladium/Propcom 

The 165 Spray Service Providers (SSPs) that were trained under the Palladium/Propcom Mai-Karfi program in Nigeria have 

serviced almost 5,300 farmers. The SSPs made an earned income of approximately 100 USD in a six month period with their 

services. These are some of the results arising from the final monitoring exercise that CropLife Nigeria carried out in August 

2017 before the closure of the project.  

The most popular crops serviced by SSPs were maize (83%), rice (71%), and tomatoes (50%). In Jigawa state, wheat (48%) 

was also a popular crop, while in Kaduna state, chili (89%) ranks very high. As compared to an earlier monitoring exercise      

carried out in March 2017, the percentage of SSPs selling other services in addition to application services had increased from 

46% to 66%. The most popular additional services sold were planting (45%) and scouting for pests and diseases (40%). 

Just as in the March 2017 review, the main challenge in the application service was the disposal of empty pesticide containers. 

However, in March 92% mentioned this as a serious problem, while the latest review shows a definite drop to 41%. More and 

more SSPs (42%) are returning the empty containers back to the supplier, as compared to 4% recorded in March 2017 review. 

Propcom Mai-Karfi is a program funded by the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID) that aims to 

increase income for the poor through enhanced employment opportunities in Northern Nigeria. CropLife Nigeria signed a        

contract with the Propcom Mai-Karfi project to set up a network of 165 Spray Service Providers (SSP) in Jigawa, Kaduna, and 

Kano State. Due to the positive results, CropLife Nigeria has suggested to Propcom to expand activities to other areas. 

Manon Mireille Dohmen  

Left: Field coordinator Babajide Adigun talking 
to SSPs in Kano state 

 

Above: National coordinator Siji Ofoesuwa checks the 
ledgers of one of the SSPs in Kaduna State 
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Responsible Use Awareness Program for Smallholder Farmers: Esna - Luxor - August 

CropLife Egypt works in close collaboration with Blue Moon on activities involving professional spray teams with the intention of 

serving participants of the USAID funded premium project for Egyptian small growers which also includes small producer        

organizations. 

The one-day awareness program was developed to promote the responsible use of pesticides and the use of personal         

protection equipment. Also, the importance of first-aid and how to manage empty pesticide containers was built into the              

program. Alongside this was the selection of candidates to participate in the SSP program planned for later in the year. It is 

intended that the Responsible Use Awareness Program will be covered with the General Assembly members of the 6                 

associations in Luxor and the 2 in Aswan by the end December 2017. 

The 1st round of the one-day awareness program kicked –off from 12 to 17 August at 6 “small producer organization’s (Asfoun, 

Adayma, Ghareira, Namasa, Matana and Negou) in Luxor, Egypt.. 

 

The total number of participants in the 1st round were 266 farmers from the General Assembly members, which is a Fair Trade 

registered operation. 

 
Said Abdella 

Said Abdella overseeing the program acivities. Farmers viewing the pictograms printouts. 

Group Photo 
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CropLife Nigeria Well on Track with SSPs Activities under the GIZ/CARI Project 

The last group of Spray Service Providers (SSPs) were trained in Nigeria as part of the extended collaboration agreement in 

Nigeria with the Competitive African Rice Initiative (CARI) program funded by the German Agency for International Cooperation 

(GIZ). To date, 135 farmers have been trained as SSPs, including 15 from Adamawa state, 15 from Kaduna,  30 from Kano,   

30 from Kebbi, 15 from Kogi State and 30 from Niger state. Last year, 30 SSPs were trained in Jigawa state as part of a pilot 

project.  

During the graduation ceremonies, all SSPs received a set of personal protective equipment, a ledger for record keeping, and 

an identity card for easy recognition by farmers. Monitoring of the SSPs will take place the whole month of September 2017. 

The SSP concept is implemented as part of the Competitive African Rice Initiative (CARI) program which is implemented in 

Burkina Faso, Ghana, Nigeria and Tanzania. The program hopes to reach 122,000 small-scale rice farmers who earn an      

average daily income of less than 2 USD. The introduction of the SSP concept is planned to improve the application of        

pesticides which will lead to the better control of pests and diseases, and a reduction in yield 

losses and in so doing lift the standard of living. 

Group of graduated SSPs 
in Kebbi state 

Field session in Niger state 

Manon Mireille Dohmen 
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IPM Training for SSPs in Côte d’Ivoire.   

CropLife Nigeria Signs Contract to Set Up SSP Network in Sorghum 

CropLife Nigeria has signed a contract with the Sorghum and Millet in the Sahel (SMS) Project implemented by the International 

Fertilizer Development Centre (IFDC). The goal is to set up a network of 15 SSPs in Kaduna and 15 SSPs in Katsine states who 

will mainly service sorghum farmers. The training programs are scheduled to take place during September 2017. 

The IFDC/SMS project works with sorghum farmers in Kaduna, Kano and Katsina states and millet farmers in Jigawa state. The 

farmers use pesticides to protect their crops from pest and disease damage and subsequent losses during storage. However, 

these uses if not managed, can leave residues that may be taken up by the population or animals. Nestlé Nigeria sources the 

crop and after conducting laboratory tests on last year’s harvest, reported unacceptably high residues on both, the millet and 

sorghum. To avoid these high residue levels, a pre-harvest interval is needed to ensure crop safety. Added to this, pesticides 

need to be applied correctly using the right dose rate.  

To ensure residue levels are within acceptable levels, the SMS project would like to introduce the SSP concept as a pilot in two 

states. Should the results prove positive, which is likely to be the case, other states will follow. 

Between 3 – 12 August, 216 active SSPs servicing 

cocoa farmers in 11 communities underwent IPM 

training. This was organized under the support plan 

of CropLife International for the rollout of IPM to   

provide tools to the SSPs for better pest              

management in cocoa orchards. The SSPs were 

selected with the help of extension agents, the 

Council of Coffee-Cocoa (CCC) and management of 

the farmers’ cooperatives based on their activities in 

the communities and because they had never       

attended the IPM courses.   

A refresher session was organized for the trainers 

and facilitated by R. Yeboue. The training sessions 

were organized entirely in cocoa fields, allowing for 

proper monitoring and participative exercises. This 

was appreciated by the participants who found the 

farming environment pragmatic for this intervention. 

The field sessions (Above) enabled monitoring exercises (Below). Courtesy CropLife CI  

Bama Yao 

Manon Mireille Dohmen  
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Training Workshop on Pesticide Management in Côte d’Ivoire  

The workshop organized under the ECOWAS pesticides regulatory framework took place on August 24 in Yamoussoukro and 

included 46 participants. Amongst these were 31 Regional Directors of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

(MINADER), the Plant Protection Directorate (DPVCQ), a representative of the national committee of CILSS, CropLife AME and 

CropLife CI, the association of generics companies (AMEPHCI), the obstocks project in Cote d’Ivoire (PROGEP-CI) and        

journalists from the communication services of the MINADER.       

The workshop aimed at: 

 sensitizing and building capacity for the regional officers of the MINADER in post-registration management activities 

 sharing of initiatives and measures for the better management of pesticides focusing on the fight against counterfeit and 

illegal products 

 sharing of lists of “professionals” including retailers, distributors, formulators, packaging plants, and of the registered 

products 

Presentations and discussions covered: 

 The ECOWAS pesticides regulations framework (West African Pesticides Registration Committee, WAPRC), the decree 

for setting-up the national committee for pesticides management (Comité Ivoirien de Gestion des Pesticides, CIGP) 

 The departmental committee to fight illegal pesticides (CDLPI). Approximately 60 out of 108 CDLPI have been officially 

set-up. More are expected in the coming weeks supported by capacity building workshops by industry 

 The GEF-WB obsolete pesticides project (PROGEP-CI) with the expected strong involvement of the regional officers, 

especially for the inventory activities. The enumerators being agents from the MINADER will work under the                

administrative supervision of the regional officers 

 “Contribution by the Industry for Pesticides Management: the case of the Fight against Fake Pesticides” was the theme 

of the panel session with the participation of B. Yao, CropLife AME, R. Yeboue, CropLife CI and K. Bognan, AMEPH-CI, 

the association of generic companies of Cote d’Ivoire. An overview was provided of the support given over the years by 

CropLife AME and CropLife CI to build capacity of the regulators and enforcement agencies. The creation of the CLDPI 

should help reduce the level of counterfeiting and in so doing ensure that farmers are supplied with genuine good            

quality pesticides 

 
Bama Yao 

Left: Partial view of the participants  at the workshop 
chaired by the Director of DPVCQ (Above)  Courtesy: 
MINADER/DPVCQ.     
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Regulatory 

East & Southern Africa Regulatory Meeting  

This year’s regulatory meeting which took place in 

Harare on 29 & 23 August was attended by more 

than 30 representatives of pesticide regulatory 

authorities drawn from South Africa, Kenya,  

Uganda, Ethiopia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and       

Mauritius among others.  

Regulatory experts representing CropLife        

association members also participated in the 

meeting. The aim of the meeting was to foster 

dialogue on risk mitigation, risk assessment based 

on CLI tools, experiences in GHS implementation, 

registration of biologicals and the impact of EU  

regulations on regulatory decision making.         

Facilitators were drawn from regulators and the 

CropLife network 

Under the overarching theme of the Principles of 

Regulation, participants exchanged information 

and engaged in practical discussions around 5 

key sessions covering; risk mitigation; risk assess-

ment, implementation of GHS, experiences in 

regulation of biologicals and the impact of EU 

regulatory policy including MRLs and ED criteria.  

As a continuation of the 2016 discussions,       

detailed practical sessions took place on risk       

assessment tools, classification under GHS and 

the sharing of country experiences in the             

implementation of GHS. 

Risk assessment of crop protection products is a 

central pillar in science based regulatory decision 

making. The essential purpose of risk assessment 

is to be able to identify where it is necessary to 

control, reduce or prevent the exposure to one or 

more chemicals through a solid scientific            

procedure that identifies and characterizes the 

risks. In this session, participants discussed        

various approaches employed in risk assessment, 

key steps including, hazard assessment, hazard 

characterization, exposure assessment and risk 

assessment for both human and the environment.  

This was followed by a more detailed practical 

session on CropLife International tools for Risk 

Assessment and Mitigation. The final topic on the 

regulation of biologicals included sharing of          

country experiences.   

     

 Stella Simiyu Wafukho 

Felix Meier-Manz undertaking his presentation 

 

Shimelis Hassan, Yismayike Yitagesu and Dedefo Abdo, of the Ethiopian Delegation 
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Anti Counterfeiting 

CropLife Ghana Meets The Ghanaian Registrar of Pesticides 

Members of CropLife Ghana met with the 

Registrar of Pesticides, Dr. Sam Adu-Kumi 

on Friday, 11 August, to discuss issues        

covering pesticides in the country and the 

way forward in the continuous fight against 

counterfeiting. 

The meeting was part of the program          

initiated by CropLife Ghana in collaboration 

with the regulatory bodies such as the  

Chemical Control & Management Centre 

(CCMC) of the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) and the Ministry of Food & 

Agriculture to tackle the issues of              

sub-standard pesticides and fertilizers in the 

country. 

Member companies took the opportunity to 

showcase their products that have been 

counterfeited and re-labeled by unscrupulous 

individuals in the system.  

They also requested from the EPA to be 

more vigilant in their registration processes 

and to avoid registering trade names similar 

or close to the originator which could have 

the potential to confuse farmers and the  

public.  

The Registrar of Pesticides, Dr. Sam         

Adu-Kumi was grateful for the meeting with 

the pesticide industry and pledged his     

support to enforce the Pesticide Act 490, 

Part II of the EPA Act 1994. On his part,      

Mr. Joe Edmund, Deputy Director of          

CCMC-EPA, reiterated the desire of the 

CCMC to work tirelessly with CropLife Ghana 

and other sister organizations for the devel-

opment of a Levy System to enable more 

training and sensitization activities to be un-

dertaken.  

CropLife Ghana plan on taking this further 

and to schedule a meeting with the Director 

of Plant Protection & Regulatory Services of 

MoFA. 

 

Mr. Joe Edmund & Dr. Sam Adu-Kumi of EPA 

Above and Below : Members at the Meeting 

Fred Boampong 
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Association Management 

Jay Vroom - President & CEO of CropLife America Addresses CropLife South Africa 

CropLife South Africa were very pleased that Jay Vroom 

was able to take time off during a personal visit to address 

members on Tuesday 15 August.  Approximately 35  

members of CropLife South Africa heard Jay’s talk, titled 

“What a Difference a Year Makes”. This targeted the new 

Administration and Farm Economy. 

Addressing these two issues, CropLife America’s specific 

goals were spelt out covering the “regulatory agenda” and 

communications outreach. In addressing this, the        

excellent relationships with USADA and EPA were given 

special mention. Also covered was the “question mark” 

hanging over biofuels and agricultural exports, impacted 

by the strength of the US Dollar and interest rates. 

Jay went on to cover CropLife America’s specific goals 

which include: 

 Endangered Species Act and pesticides 

 Water quality and quantity 

 Human health issues 

 Pesticide Registration Improvement Act  

 Pollinators  

 Resistance Management 

 Effective communications 

To be able to cover these goals and the other activities 

that need to be addressed, CropLife America has a      

professional team of ±30 which is supported by ±110 

member companies. 

An area covered in some detail was the “potential trade 

effects on world agricultural exporters of European Union 

regulations on endocrine disruptors”. Globally €65 billions 

of EU imports could potentially be affected by ED cut-off 

criteria of which €7.9 billions is from sub Saharan Africa.  

Key timelines for “third countries” in this regard are: 

 31 August: comments due on EU SPS Committee 

Notification 

 26 October: SPS/TBT workshop in EU ED criteria 

Input opportunities for “third country” authorities and      

exporters is to continue to highlight the potential trade 

impact. 

When covering pollinators and the Pollinator Task Force, 

mention was made to the Cocoa Project in Cote d’Ivoire. 

On addressing HHPs and Risk Mitigation emphasis was 

placed on the good work and importance of the workshops 

in Africa. 

Jay Vroom addressing members of CropLife South Africa 

Participants at Jay’s talk  

Les Hillowitz 
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CropLife Egypt holds General Assembly 

The General Assembly of CropLife Egypt took place on Tuesday 15th August at the CropLife Egypt offices which was attended 

by several Government authorities. 

Sarwat Sakr was re-elected as Chairman together with two new board members. They are, Ali Nena (Dow) and Hisham Mebed 

(BASF). 

The Board reviewed the 2017 activities of the National Association, which included: 

 The Attendance of monthly meetings with the Agricultural Pesticide Committee 

 Discussing the new decree covering pesticide registration, the status of glyphosate and endocrine disruptors. 

 The training of 474 farmers from the Small Producers Organizations in Luxor (Upper Egypt) on Responsible Use under 

the USAID funded Premium Project. 

 The training of 66 farmers from the Small Producers Organizations in Aswan (Upper Egypt) on Responsible Use under 

the USAID funded Premium Project. 

 The training of 13 Spray Service Providers (SSPs) from the Nubaria Agricultural Technical School in Behira (Delta)        

under the Shiraka project funded by the Dutch Embassy. 

Said Abdella 

Said Abdella and Sarwat Sakr discussing key points relating to the General Assembly meeting 
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Plant Biotechnology 

Delays in Biotech Crop Approvals in Africa Amplifies Malnutrition 

The delay in commercialization of biotech crops in Africa is costly, not only 

economically, but also in health and nutrition, according to a study       

published in Plos One. 

Justus Wesseler from Wageningen University and other scientists           

developed a real option model to illustrate the effects of delaying approval 

of biotech crops with important traits that address specific concerns of 

smallholder farmers in Africa. For instance, a year of delay on the           

approval of pod borer resistant cowpea in Nigeria will cost the country ~33 

million to 46 million USD between 100 to 3,000 lives. 

Compared with previous studies that investigated the cost of                   

commercialization delays, Wesseler's study highlights its effect on                

malnutrition, which showed to be substantial. "For Kenya, the effect on 

malnutrition can even be larger than the effect on producer and consumer 

surplus.  

This illustrates that in countries where malnutrition is important, the effect 

should be considered in the analysis of welfare effects. This further       

illustrates that the effect on malnutrition of GE crops and other yield       

increasing strategies deserve attention, so that their economic and        

humanitarian effects are not underestimated," the study concluded  

CAAS Scientists Develop GE Cabbage Resistant to Diamondback Moth 

Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences researchers 

successfully incorporated a Bt gene into cabbage 

plants to improve resistance to destructive pest,      

diamondback moth (Plutella xylostella). The  results of 

their study are published in Scientia Horticulturae. 

The researchers used Agrobacterium tumefaciens-

mediated transformation to develop transgenic         

cabbage plants with Bacillus thuringiensis cry1Ia8 

gene. The resulting transgenic plants were able to  

control both susceptible and Cry1Ac-resistant         

diamondback moth larvae. Then they analyzed the 

expression and inheritance of the Bt gene in four single

-copy lineages and their sexually derived  progenies.  

Results of the analyses showed that the transgene was 

successfully inserted in the genome of cabbage and 

the inheritance of the gene in the progenies followed 

the Mendelian segregation pattern. These results imply 

that the transgenic lines exhibiting stable inheritance 

can be used as donor in breeding programs for cab-

bage. 

 

ISAAA 

ISAAA 

http://isaaa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=90d9912fca3d624d294e24b28&id=c4c9a53866&e=c3836bc48f
http://isaaa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=90d9912fca3d624d294e24b28&id=2e933442e1&e=c3836bc48f
http://isaaa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=90d9912fca3d624d294e24b28&id=98e92f1451&e=c3836bc48f
http://isaaa.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=90d9912fca3d624d294e24b28&id=31ccbe76dc&e=c3836bc48f
http://isaaa.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=90d9912fca3d624d294e24b28&id=3e2d62ed6a&e=c3836bc48f
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Policy Reforms Key in Biotech/GM Crops Adoption in Africa 

COMESA member states through its specialized agency ACTESA - Alliance for Commodity Trade in Eastern and Southern 

Africa have acknowledged the need for rigorous reforms on policies governing adoption of GM crops in Africa. This was during 

a two-day regional sensitization workshop on agri-biotech and biosafety held on August 30, 2017 in Kenya. The workshop 

brought together representatives from six COMESA member states actively involved in biotech research, the East African   

Community (EAC) and key private sector players. 

Hon Christophe Bazivamo, the Deputy Secretary General of the East African Community in charge of Productive and Social 

Sectors emphasized the need to prioritize food security by incorporating all available tools along the value chain to achieve a 

stable economic environment in the region. He also indicated that EAC has not taken an official position on GM crops but      

discussions are underway. 

According to Hon. Adam Malima, Vice Chair of East Africa Biotechnology and Biosafety Alliance (EABBA), regional agricultural 

policies are heavily influenced by attitudes and stringent rules exported from the EU that has close trade ties with Africa for their 

benefit. Hon. Malima informed the business community representatives that EU leads in application of GM technology in       

medicine and not agriculture because food security is not a problem in that part of the world.   

Dr. Getachew Belay, COMESA's Senior Biotechnology and Biosafety Advisor, expressed that the prevailing arguments       

surrounding the application of GM technology in Africa will never go away until all stakeholders come together and establish a 

common ground for regional benefits. ISAAA AfriCenter Director, Dr. Margaret Karembu, reiterated the need for consensus 

within the agri-biotech community and urged experts entrusted with providing technical information to communicate effectively 

and harmonize their messages to reduce public confusion. 

The workshop, which was organized by ISAAA AfriCenter under the OFAB program, in partnership with COMESA/ACTESA, 

also provided participants with an opportunity to visit the Water Efficient Maize for Africa (WEMA) insect resistant/drought         

tolerant (Bt-DT) maize field trials at the Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research Organization (KALRO), as well as the          

International Institute of Tropical Agriculture's AflaSafe partnership plant addressing the aflatoxin menace. 

 
ISAAA 

http://isaaa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=90d9912fca3d624d294e24b28&id=a8e73400ab&e=c3836bc48f
http://isaaa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=90d9912fca3d624d294e24b28&id=c1af033340&e=c3836bc48f
http://isaaa.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=90d9912fca3d624d294e24b28&id=3666563ec6&e=c3836bc48f
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Upcoming Events 

Launch of the CropLife International Outreach Campaign on the  

Obstocks Project in Senegal            Sep 25  

Training Workshop on Association Management - CropLife Senegal       Sep 26  

Regional TOT, Nairobi           Oct 2-6 

SSP TOT, Tanzania           Oct 9-13 

Meetings with project stakeholders in Addis, Ethiopia      Oct 10-13 

NAME Hub & Regulatory Meeting           Oct 24-25  

CLAME Board Meeting, Cairo            Oct 26  

Container Management Project Team Meeting, Washington       Nov 7  

IPM / RU Project Team Meeting, Washington          Nov 8  

Stewardship Steering Committee Meeting, Washington        Nov 9  

Resistance Management Project Team Meeting, Washington     Nov 10  
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Contributors: 

Bama Octave Yao (West-Central Africa)         bama@croplifeafrica.org 

Les Hillowitz (East-Southern Africa)        les@croplifeafrica.org 

Stella  Simiyu Wafukho (Regulatory) stella@croplifeafrica.org 
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