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CropLife Africa Middle East - Board Meeting
The meeting took place in Brussels on 9 June under the chairmanship of Eric Bureau, President of CropLife AME. Bernhard
Johnen, Director of Regulatory and International Policies Affairs and Keith Jones, Director of Stewardship and Sustainable
Development. also attended owing to the considerable funding contributions coming from their respective committees to the
CLAME annual budget.
On financials, the association received a clean audit from Ernst and Young covering the 2014 accounts.
The Annual Report for 2014 was presented. The 2014 report focuses on the features and achievements of the SSP (Spray
Service Provider) project by relating testimonies by SSPs and farmers in projects where the concept has been introduced. The
following changes to the Board took place
Resignations:
Roman Tarnowskyy: DuPont, Gaël Hili :Dow AgroScience, Pramod Karlekar :Cheminova, Gabor Mehn: BASF,
Kuria Gatonye: CropLife Kenya
Appointments:
Andrew Budd : DuPont , Rod Foran: Dow AgroScience, Virginia Gil-Albert : Cheminova / FMC,
Susan Njoroge : CropLife Kenya

Dirk Hartmann: BASF,

On project updates, the focus was once again on the SSP concept and the particular success of the West African cocoa project.
With regard to the Kabete storage facility in Nairobi, the meeting was informed that the respective disposal would be completed
before the end of 2015. On Association Management, a short update was given on the status of national associations as
captured and summarized in the annual KPI report. Inputs were received from 18 associations, 13 of which now have fulltime
staff. Highlighted was the needed cooperation and support by CropLife AME staff and resources from member companies for
successful project implementation. The packaging issue in Cameroon was also addressed. On Anti Counterfeiting Flagship
projects, the initiative in Egypt has been particularly successful while that in Kenya falling behind schedule. With regard to
regulatory matters, the three topical issues, namely; HHP’s, ED’s and Pollinator Health were addressed.
Also covered was the forthcoming Fourth International Conference of Chemicals Management (ICCM 4) at end September in
Geneva.

Board members who
attended the Meeting
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Stewardship
Zambia to Certify Agro-dealers
In an effort to prevent the influx of counterfeit pesticides and to promote the responsible use of pesticides, CropLife Zambia has
partnered with the Zambia Environmental Management Agency (ZEMA) and MUSIKA to run a Chemical Safety Capacity
Building and Certification of Agro Dealers, project.
With MUSIKA being the responsible party for funding, CropLife Zambia will be responsible for the provision of technical training
materials and the facilitation of 5-day training courses, while ZEMA will be responsible for providing the necessary legal
guidance and post training inspections. The project is aimed at sensitizing agro-dealers who are the first point of contact to the
small holder farmers to provide sound information
Objectives of the Project
∗

To develop the capacity of between 250 and 350 agro-dealers in six provinces, namely: Central, Eastern, Lusaka,
Copperbelt, North-western and Southern.

∗

To develop systems for policing and monitoring the agro dealer sector on the illegal trading of crop protection products.

∗

To develop and implement responsive systems against counterfeit and banned products and the parties that distributes
these.

∗

To develop a data base of certified agro-dealers in the regions

Anticipated Benefits
∗

It is envisaged that the success of the project will bring about the following benefits:

∗

Increased information on general pesticide knowledge among the agro-dealers and subsequently to the small-scale
farming sector.

∗

Enhanced understanding of pesticides using sound communication tools

∗

Correct storage of pesticides leading to sustained safety

∗

Speedy identification leading to quick action in the fight against banned and counterfeit products among the small-scale
farming community members.

∗

Increased safety when handling pesticides among dealers and small-scale farmers leading to reduced incidences of
poisoning

∗

Increased product knowledge leading to the dissemination of correct product information to the end users and
subsequently resulting in higher yields

∗

Establish a network for information dissemination on pesticides to the agro-dealers and small-scale farmers.

∗

Improved system for policing the agro-dealer sector by ZEMA to improve the quality of pesticides supplied to farmers.

The project vehicle being
presented by MUSIKA at the
kick-off of the initiative
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A one-day workshop for CropLife Zambia member companies took place on 5 March to discuss the project and to obtain buy-in
from members. Among the issues covered were the Legal Framework for the Management of Chemicals in Zambia, CropLife
Zambia stewardship programs and the overview of the Chemical Safety Capacity Building and Certification of Agrochemical
Dealers Project. It was agreed that a pilot project would run in six provinces and between 250 and 350 agro-dealers would be
trained.

Perry Ngoma presenting on the CropLife International Stewardship directive

CropLife member companies, MUSIKA and ZEMA technical staff attended the workshop.
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Following on from this, is the development and validation of training materials and finally the rollout of the training in 6 provinces.
The training will cover the following topics:
∗

Introduction to pesticides

∗

Legal and Institutional framework governing agrochemicals

∗

Chemical Hazard Communication (pesticides MSDS, understanding a pesticide label, transportation of pesticides)

∗

Pesticide hazard classification

∗

Pesticide formulations

∗

Handling and Safety of pesticides (General principles of handling chemicals, Use of personal protective equipment).

∗

Counterfeit pesticides and their impact

∗

How to identify counterfeit and illegal pesticides

∗

How to manage empty pesticide containers

∗

How to deal with pesticide poisoning

∗

Storage guidelines

∗

Record keeping

Some of the training materials developed by CropLife international and CropLife Africa Middle East will be used during the
training and awareness programs.

Training materials being viewed by the stakeholders

Once the pilot phase has been successfully completed, the project will be rolled out to the rest of the country in the first quarter,
2016.
The project is intended to create a sustainable agro—dealer system that can be easily monitored and regulated by ZEMA and
the pesticide Industry. The project will also cover the inspection component, which will be conducted by ZEMA on an annual
basis. CropLife member companies will only supply products to certified agro-dealers.
The first phase of the training is expected to take place towards the end of July.

Perry Ngoma
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Responsible Use Training Workshop for Dealers, Counselors and Applicators: Cote d’Ivoire
CropLife Cote d’Ivoire continued with their program to build
the capacity of retailers, applicators and stockists in the
Responsible Use of pesticides. This latest intervention took
place in Grand-Bassam on 1 – 5 June and attracted 71
participants. Among the participants were 2 from SOFITEX
and CMDT, the cotton companies in Burkina Faso and Mali
respectively.
Topics covered in the training related to:
∗

Basics on
Practices

pesticides

and

Good

Agricultural

∗

Pesticides regulations and registrations

∗

Safe transportation and storage

∗

Toxicity, labels and risk prevention

∗

Pesticides application techniques, including the
fumigation of stored products and warehouses

∗

Public hygiene

The participants undertook evaluation tests and certificates
of competence were presented to those who passed.

R. Yeboue, centre, Exec. Secretary of CropLife CI and Master Trainer facilitated
many of the sessions

Bama Yao

Sensitization Workshop on the Stockholm Convention: Cote d’Ivoire
A meeting organized by the Environmental Agency took place on 25 June, which included about 40 representatives of the public
and private media, and various stakeholders involved in the implementation of the activities of the Stockholm Convention on
POPs through the National Implementation Program (Plan national de mise en oeuvre, PNM). The Executive Secretary, Roger
Yeboue, represented CropLife Cote d’Ivoire.
The objective of the meeting was to inform and sensitize the media on the PNM on POPs and the related benefits. Following the
opening address, participants were guided through presentations on the (1) The Convention, its components and application in
Cote d’Ivoire, (2) the outcome of the inventory undertaken with the support of UNIDO for the revision of the PNM, and (3) the
priorities for Cote d’Ivoire.
The following recommendations were made
at the conclusion of the event:
∗

To set-up a media network for the
sensitization on POPs.

∗

To seek support from UNIDO for the
media network.

∗

To train and involve the judiciary in
the sensitization program.

∗

To set-up a monitoring program for
risk assessment on health and the
environment.
Bama Yao

Participants at the Workshop
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CropLife Mauritius carries out training on the Safe and Responsible Application of Pesticides
The Training Course on the Safe and
Responsible Application of Pesticides was
conducted in two batches for the benefit of the 9
spray men and their supervisors of each of the
four ‘sections’ of Omnicane Ltd*, viz.
Benares,
Britannia, Sauveterre and Union Vale.
This comprised of 6 half-day sessions, held twice
per week in the mornings. The trainers were Ms
Stephanie Pacifique, Mr Bhardowaz Ramlowat,
Mr Sachin Sookna and Mr Mukesh Rughoo.
The following 8 modules were covered: Basics
on Pesticides; Herbicides and Weed Control; The
Pesticide Label; Types and Functions of
Spraying Equipment; Calibration and Application;
Protective Clothing; Disposal of Empty Pesticide
Containers and First Aid.
Trainees with their Certificates- Batch Union Vale & Sauveterre

On the last day of the training, participants were
invited to carry out a Post-Training
Evaluation.
The questions were in the local Kreol dialect and
Mukesh Rughoo, Program Manager, went over
each question on a flip chart to ensure that the
participants understood them fully. There were
11 questions in all. All participants were ‘very
satisfied’ with the training and found the
explanations of the trainers and materials used
‘very clear’.
The professional level of both groups was quite
high and the trainers had no difficulty in
conveying the training messages.
At the end of the training sessions all participants
were awarded a certificate of competence. They
were also given the following materials:
Guidelines for Personal Protection when using
Crop Protection Products in Hot Climates,
Guidelines for the Safe and Effective use of Crop
Protection Products and Container Management
– Safe and Effective Disposal of empty Crop
Protection Product Containers.

Trainees with their Certificates - Batch Britannia & Benares

Out of the 16,500 Ha of land under sugarcane
cultivation in the entire factory area of the south,
Omnicane Agriculture owns and manages some
3,000 hectares of land under sugarcane
cultivation and around 2,800 hectares harvested
annually, Omnicane produces about 225,000
tonnes of sugarcane annually.

Mukesh Rughoo

Trainer Ramlowat explaining the functions of the various parts of the Knapsack Sprayer.
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Association Management
CropLife Uganda develops Strategic Plan 2015 – 2017
CropLife Uganda’s Strategic Plan for 2015 – 2017 sets out a bold and ambitious vision for the national association. It provides
a clear and important challenge to position CropLife Uganda as a leader in the activities it undertakes over the next three
years.
The development of the Plan was made possible through funding by the United States Agency for International Development /
Enabling Environment for Agriculture (USAID / EEA). USAID / EEA identified and hired two consultants to assist Board
members and staff of CropLife Uganda in the development of the document.
The rationale for the Plan was that the association was operating year-on-year on annual plans and budgets with limited
strategic focus. With the envisaged growth and modernization of agriculture in the country, the adaption of the association is
necessary in this dynamic environment.
The Plan addresses:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Situational Analysis
Strategic Direction
Funding Strategies
Implementation Framework
Monitoring and Evaluation

Both Stephen and Betty will be at the Hub Meeting in August and will undertake a short presentation on their 3-year Strategic
Work Plan.
Stephen Matovu / Betty Atto

The Plan being approved at The Executive
Committee Meeting - 16 June 2015
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Anti-Counterfeiting
El-Wadi Exhibition in Luxor

Ahmed Hosni (L) welcomes the Minister of Agriculture, Dr Salah Helal (R)

The CropLife Egypt’s Anti-Counterfeiting Flagship campaign participated at the El Wadi Exhibition in Luxor 1 – 3 June. This
was made possible through the CropLife Egypt member company, Agrin Serve, who is a “flagship project member”
The Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Salah Helal, opened the exhibition and visited the campaign booth at which Ahmed Hosni, an
Anti-Counterfeiting Steering Committee member introduced the activities of the campaign in the fight against the counterfeiting
of pesticides, which was highly appreciated.
The stand received over 1500 visitors who were presented with promotional items including folders – flyers – stickers –
brochures – CD’s – etc. whilst the campaigns activities were explained and presented.
Twenty five percent of the visitors were farmers who had first-hand experiences of fake and counterfeit products.
Forty percent of visitors were from the pesticide industry that appreciated the campaign and showed great support for this.
Said Abdella
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Plant Biotechnology
CropLife Ghana undertakes ‘Cross-Platform Workshop
CropLife Ghana in collaboration with CropLife Africa Middle East (CLAME) through the
CropLife Cross-Platform Initiative, have been organizing a series of awareness workshops
on plant biotechnology since 2014. This is to create a platform where experts from the
industry, farmers and civil society organizations including legislators can discuss the pros
and cons of plant biotechnology and its effect on agriculture in Ghana. This has also
become more relevant in the wake of discussions (both informed and un-informed) in
recent times on the media landscape and amongst Civil Society Organizations and
Research Institutions. The workshop took place in Kumasi on 4 June.
In his opening address, the President of CropLife Ghana, Mr. William Kotey, paid tribute to
the Hon. Alex Adomako-Mensah, Member of Parliament, Member of the Parliamentary
Sub-Committee on Food, Agriculture & Cocoa Affairs, whose office participated at the
meeting for the first time. He also thanked the Seed Producers, Farmer Organizations and
CSOs present, media and the officers from the Ministry of Food & Agriculture.
Dr. Daniel Ofosu, Country Director for Programs for Biosafety of Ghana Atomic Energy
Commission (GAEC), gave a presentation titled “Why GMO Technology in Ghana”. This
topic was to enable participants to appreciate the clear picture about the issues surrounding Plant Biotechnology and Biosafety. The presentation focused on the application of
plant biotechnology in Ghana; Prospects and Public Concerns. Unfortunately, the
representative for the Anti-GMO Coalition, Sovereignty Ghana, failed to participate at the
workshop.

Hon. Alex Adomako-Mensah, Member of
Parliament, Member of the Parliamentary
Sub-Committee on Food, Agriculture &
Cocoa Affairs

Mr. Thomas Havor, General Secretary for the Seed Producers of Ghana (SEEDPAG)
gave a brief narration on their position as far as GMO Technology is concerned.
According to SEEDPAG, the GMO Technology is welcome news and they look forward to
using the varieties when they are finally made available in Ghana.
In his presentation on “The Media Perspective of GMO in Ghana”, Joseph Opoku-Gakpo,
a Journalist from JoyFM, indicated that the media was to blame for the misrepresentation
of facts on GMO’s in Ghana.
In his opinion, the following accounts for the media’s inaccurate reporting on issues
covering GM Crops in Ghana.
Scanty information in the media about GM foods
Bias of media personnel against GM Foods is evident in their reporting
∗
Sensationalism in reporting
∗
Confusion of facts and opinions
∗
Wrongful and scary images
∗
Unfair, unbalanced, non-objective reporting
Hon, Alex-Adomako Mensah, delivered the closing remarks. He expressed his dismay
over how simple it was to understand the GMO issues. He confessed that he had never
known that GMO crops were safe for humans until this workshop. He thanked CropLife
Ghana and the facilitators for undertaking the workshop which lived up to its billing –
“Advocacy”.
∗
∗

Hon. Alex Adomako-Mensah reiterated the point for CropLife Ghana to organize a 1 Day
workshop for Parliamentarians to enable them to appreciate the issue of GMOs and the
role this technology could play in Ghana’s agricultural development. He undertook to take
his notes to Parliament to discuss with the leadership of his Sub-Committee.

Mr. Thomas Havor General Secretary
for the Seed Producers of Ghana
(SEEDPAG)

Fred Brandford
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Plant Biotechnology Workshop: Cote d’Ivoire
ISAAA conducted a workshop in Abidjan on 6 June at which they presented their Annual Report
More than 50 participants representing the Ministries of Agriculture, Environment, Health and academia, research institutes,
producer organizations and the media attended this event.
The purpose of this undertaking was to share information on plant biotechnology activities focusing on the adoption of GMO’s in
Africa and around the world. To this end the presentations and discussions covered the following:
ISAAA Strategies for Information Sharing
(Brigitte Bitta, Program Officer, ISAAA AfriCenter) Focused on the network of the 26 information centres (Biotechnologies
Information Centres, BICs) in 26 countries, headquartered in the Philippines. The BICs provide a framework for sharing
knowledge and experience. Other frameworks are the Annual Report (BRIEF) which is made available in various local
languages, the Crop Biotech Update (CBU) a weekly (English version) or monthly (French version) news bulletin, Study Tours,
Open Fora on Agricultural Biotechnology (OFAB), Video-Success Stories, (Social) Media , Capacity Building for researchers and
journalists…
She concluded on the importance of information sharing as an essential factor for the promotion of agricultural biotechnology
particularly in Africa, the need for a proactive rather than reactive approach to provide balanced evidence based-factual
information.
The 2014 Annual Report
(Brigitte Bitta, Program Officer, ISAAA AfriCenter) highlighted the challenge for food security under conditions of natural
resources scarcity, agriculture in Africa employing 65% of the labour force and the ageing farming population. The increase in
GM crops acreage from 1996 (1.7 M ha) to 2014 (181.5 mil ha) indicates the global adoption of the technology with soybean,
cotton, corn and canola representing 82%, 68%, 32% and 25% of the total crop acreage, respectively. The overview of GM
crops in Africa highlighted the commercialization of cotton, maize and soybean in South Africa, and cotton in Burkina Faso and
Sudan, while many other crops such as cassava, bananas, cowpeas, rice, cucumber, sorghum, potato, wheat etc. are in the
pipeline. The benefits in Burkina Faso and Sudan were covered, with a reference to the future in Africa related to WEMA for

B. Bitta presenting the ISAAA report to the representative of the Minister of Agriculture (L) and to N. Kouassi, Dir. Biotech Laboratory CNRA (R).
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Plant Biotechnology Workshop: Cote d’Ivoire

Other Topics
Biosafety Frameworks in Africa with a focus on the case of Burkina Faso (Dr Moussa Savadogo, NEPAD-ABNE), Status of
Biotechnology in Cote d’Ivoire (Nazaire Kouassi, CNRA, and Augustin Kone, Ministry of Environment and Sustainable
Development). The three presentations focused on the legislative, administrative and institutional frameworks. Various
international regulations, conventions and laws related to biosafety and bio-regulations were highlighted and national legal
mechanisms were indicated. Reference was made on the Biosafety framework in Burkina Faso (18 other countries in Africa) as
revised in late 2104 and early 2015 as well as the one in Cote d’Ivoire under finalization for adoption. The national biosafety
agencies in both countries were referred to with a focus on the Agence Nationale de Biosécurité in Burkina Faso.
The activities of the African Biosafety Network of Expert (ABNE) as related to the opportunities offered for capacity building on
Biosafety issues were presented.
Bama Yao

Among the participants (Below-L) Moussa Savadogo, ABNE, and B. Yao, CropLife AME, addressing the participants (Below-R)
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Bt Cotton Trials in Ghana Show Positive Results
Confined field trials of Bt cotton in Northern Ghana show positive
results, according to scientist Dr. Emmanuel Chamba from the Yam
and Cotton Breeding Program of the Savanna Agricultural Research
Institute (SARI).
The Bt cotton field trials were conducted at six locations in three
northern regions of Ghana. Bt cotton plants were grown alongside
non-Bt cotton plants. The non-Bt cotton plants were sprayed with
insecticide six times, while the Bt cotton plants were sprayed only
twice. With the positive results, these indicate that Bt cotton could
help farmers decrease their insecticide use, and incur costs, time, and
labor savings. Furthermore, farmers will be less exposed to toxic
chemicals, reducing risks to their health and to the environment.
"The farmers are eager for the seeds to plant because of the high
yields and the cost-effectiveness involved, but ours is to do the
investigations and present the findings to the National Biosafety
Authority for advice on the way forward," Dr. Chamba said. Although
the confined field trials showed positive results, necessary procedures
are still needed to accomplish before Bt cotton will be commercialized
in the country.
ISAAA

Dr. Emmanuel Chamba

GM Crops Can Help Preserve Agrobiodiversity
During the green revolution, farmers replaced a large
number of landraces with a small number of high-yielding
varieties.
There are concerns that such erosion of varietal diversity
could be further aggravated through the widespread use
of GM crops. In a recent study, Vijesh Krishna from the
University of Goettingen and colleagues showed that GM
technology can actually help to preserve agrobiodiversity,
because GM traits can be introduced into a large number
of varieties.

Vijesh Krishna

The researchers developed a general framework, which
they applied to the case of Bt cotton in India. They
showed that Bt reduced varietal diversity in the early
adoption phase, when only a small number of Bt
varieties were approved. Yet this trend was reversed
when the approval process was facilitated and the seed
market became more competitive. Cotton varietal diversity
in India, with 95% adoption of Bt, is now at the same level
that it was before the introduction of GM technology.
ISAAA
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Tanzania Deputy Minister for Agriculture Advocates Adoption of Biotech in Agriculture
Tanzania's Assistant Minister for Agriculture, Food Security and Cooperatives, Mr. Godfrey Zambi, said that Tanzania couldn’t
afford to ignore the benefits of biotechnology in developing various sectors of the economy, especially in agriculture. He said this
during the launch of the ISAAA Brief 49: Global Status of Commercialized Biotech/GM Crops 2014 in Dar es Salaam, on
Wednesday June 16, 2015.
Hon. Zambi informed participants that the responsibility of the government is to partner with other stakeholders to ensure that the
country has capacity for safe and progressive use of agri-biotech. The Deputy Minister said that this would help diffuse doubts of
the people about the technology. He outlined the benefits of agricultural biotechnology such as improved nutrition, better animal
health, competitive industries, and environmental conservation.
The Minister discussed various measures put in place by the government that ensure regulation of agri-biotech initiated in the
year 2010 with an aim of strengthening capacity for the country in its quest to adopt GM crops. Hon. Zambi further stressed that
the national government policy on agriculture 2013 identifies low public understanding of biotechnology as a key hindrance to
adoption, adding that the policy aims at increasing awareness given that the agriculture sector is important to Tanzanians.
Speaking at the meeting, Dr. Emmarold Mneney, chief agricultural researcher of Tanzania Commission for Science and
Technology (COSTECH) said the main problem that researchers are experiencing in Tanzania is lack of adequate finances to
conduct research, giving Uganda and Kenya as examples where considerable support has been channeled towards successful
research on GM maize, cotton, and cassava.
ISAAA

Above Left: Tanzania's Assistant Minister for
Agriculture, Food Security and Cooperatives,
Mr. Godfrey Zambi at the launch
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July 07-08

Anti counterfeiting training for Customs and Pesticides control agents,
Korhogo, Northern Cote d’Ivoire

July 09

Handover process for CropLife Malawi to take over the CleanFarms activities

July 20-21

INTERPOL Anti-counterfeiting workshop, Kigali, Rwanda

July 23-24

GlobalGAP workshop focusing on smallholders, Cape Town

Aug 12

Anti counterfeiting training for Customs and Pesticides control agents,
Abengourou, Eastern Cote d’Ivoire

Aug 13

CLAME Staff meeting, Addis, Ethiopia

Aug 24

E & SA Hub and Regulatory Workshop, Addis, Ethiopia

Aug 25-26

GlobalGAP workshop, Addis, Ethiopia

Aug 27

CropLife South Africa (AVCASA) 2015 Congress, Johannesburg

Sept 8-9

Anti counterfeiting training for Customs and Pesticides control agents,
Aboisso, Southeastern Cote d’Ivoire

Sept 10

ICCM4 Geneva

Sep 27 - Oct 3

NAME Hub and Regulatory Workshop, (proposal Tunis)

Oct 27-28

CLAME Board Meeting, Johannesburg

Nov 20

Photo: USAID
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Bama Octave Yao (West-Central Africa)

bama@croplifeafrica.org

Les Hillowitz (East-Southern Africa)

les@croplifeafrica.org

Stella Simiyu Wafukho (Regulatory)

stella@croplifeafrica.org
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