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North Africa Middle East
CropLife AME and ACDI-VOCA meet with MOA-Egypt
On 12 December 2010, CropLife AME and ACDI-VOCA held a meeting with the Ministry of Agriculture in Cairo, Egypt with Prof.
Dr. Salah Yousif, Head of the Agricultural Services Sector in the MOA.
The purpose of the meeting was to introduce and expand upon the partnership project with a view to inviting the MOA as a third
partner to the project.
Present for CropLife were Regional Coordinator, Ali Mohamed Ali, and Training Consultant Said Abdella, for ACDI-VOCA,
Douglas Anderson, Alexandra Harrison and Ali Saied. Dr. Monir Almaz, the Director of the Central Agricultural Pesticides
Laboratory also participated in the meeting.
Discussions focused on practical measures for implementation of the project aimed at training, certification and licensing of
pesticide operators and applicators in the different governorates of Egypt. The targets outlined aim at the certifying and
licensing of 1000 operators and applicators by the end of 2012, together with cascading awareness training for 3000 growers
and farmers within the same timeframe.
The MOA fully endorsed the project and its objectives and promised to provide appropriate support on the certification and
licensing components.
ACDI-VOCA pledged to provide a framework protocol on the implementation of the project by the end of January 2011. In the
meantime, the MOA will resolve the necessary steps to set up a joint Project Task Force composed of the CropLife AME,
ACDI-VOCA and the MOA.
The meeting took notice of the project roadmap designed by the partners whereby the project will embark on the planned
training activities by January 2011.

Meeting at the Ministry of Agriculture—Egypt
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5th IPR Conference Held in Jordan
His Excellency, Dr. Taysir Alsmadi and the Minister of
Agriculture of Jordan, Dr. Tayseer Alsmadi, inaugurated the
5th International conference on Intellectual Property Rights in
Agriculture. The conference took place on 14 and 15 December 2010 at the Holiday Inn Hotel in Amman, Jordan.
The conference was co-organized by the Technical
Consultancy Centre (TCC) and the Agricultural Materials
Traders and Producers Association (AMATPA) in cooperation
with the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) and the trade unions of
agricultural engineers, veterinary practitioners and the
Jordanian Pharmaceutical Producers Trade Union.
Relevant organizational support from regional and global
organizations was extended by SRTD, AU-NEPAD, WIPO and
UPOV.

(L-R) Regional Coordinator, Minister of Agriculture of Jordan, Chairman AMATPA

The conference had a broad participation with representatives
of ministries of agriculture universities together with private
and public sector stakeholder institutions from Syria, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Palestine, Bahrain, Yemen, Libya, Qatar, Iraq,
Egypt, Sudan, Mauritania, Kenya and Britain.
With the participation of national, regional and global experts,
the conference addressed the most recent IPR developments
and provisions in relation to the agricultural, veterinary and
food sectors.
Deliberations covered a wide range of IPR issues including:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Plant Varieties Registration
Plant Breeders Rights
Trade Mark Protection
Pesticides Patents and Trademarks
Veterinary and Pharmaceutical Patents
IPR in the Seed Sector

The conference finally concluded on a number of specific
recommendations aimed at enforcing global IPR agreements
and promoting law enforcement on IPR at national and
regional levels.

Minister of Agriculture opening the 5th IPR Conference

Mr. Mahmoud Altabaishi, Chairman of AMATPA, said that
AMATPA would like to see the annual organization of the IPR
conference as a tool for raising awareness on IPR issues and
encouraging stakeholder partnerships in agriculture.

CropLife Egypt Debates Restructuring Plan
CropLife Egypt held an Executive Board meeting on the 12th of December 2010 at the association offices in Cairo.
The meeting brainstormed on a number of proposals aimed at strengthening the association’s structure, expanding activities
and supporting its finances. The Regional Coordinator participated at the board meeting.
A new structure was suggested whereby CropLife Egypt will consider setting-up a number of specialized commissions:
∗
∗
∗
∗

Stewardship Commission
Anti-Counterfeiting Commission
Regulatory Commission
Local Industry Commission

The Board assigned a committee to draft the new structuring plan with relative operational budget requirements for subsequent
submission to CropLife Egypt members. The Executive Board will reconvene shortly to debate and resolve on the new
structures and funding Support requirements.
ali@croplifeafrica.org
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East & Southern Africa
Meeting with CARE—Zambia
A meeting was held with CARE – Zambia on 7 December 2010. The purpose of the
meeting was to request CARE Zambia to undertake the Monitoring & Evaluation
(M & E) of the Communications Project, “Reputation building based on the impact of
capacity building and technology uptake on Small Scale farmer livelihood in
Zambia”. The project will focus on the impact assessment of Responsible Use
Training and its role on small scale farmer livelihood. It will look at the training
provided to the Spray Service Providers, who are themselves farmers, together with
the cascading effect on small scale farmers, who used their services.
As background, CARE Zambia currently have an active MOU with CropLife Zambia
(CLZ) under the ADAPT Program in which CLZ are committed to train 360
agro- dealerships per year for a three year period.
CARE Zambia agreed to take on the M & E evaluation and owing to the active
MOU, found it unnecessary to develop further paperwork surrounding this.
The operation will run as follows:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Jan / Feb: Develop the questionnaire
March: Test the questionnaire and brief / train CARE field team
April – July: Field work
August: Draft report (1)
September: Draft report (2)
October: Final report

A costing exercise was undertaken and it was found that this falls nicely within our
projected budget.
A follow-up meeting is planned during the time that the questionnaire is developed.
CARE Zambia: Contact person Peter Manda: pmanda@carezam.org Program Manager
– ADAPT

COMESA—ACTESA
A meeting was held with COMESA/ACTESA in December. The meeting was
attended by Dr. Cris Muyunda, Dr. Getachew Belay, Ken Shawa and Julius
Mathende.
Key Points Covered:
With regard to plant biotech and the “CLI funded position”, the advertisement for
this position has been finalized and plans are in place to flight this on the
COMESA website. CLI are currently working on getting a new MOU in place.
and are still planning to have a person in place during Q1 2011.
Getachew emphasized the importance of getting the biosafety laws in Ethiopia
updated and proposed that a workshop be held led by the companies. He sees
Ethiopia as the stepping stone into the rest of Africa.
On the “regional regulatory harmonization” of pesticides, “it was agreed that a
re-focus was needed during 2011

Dr. Cris Muyunda, Chief Executive Officer,
ACTESA

On the question of the agro-input dealer training that COMESA are currently
involved with, this is part of the COMRAP project and the training is undertaken
by IFDC, out of Kenya. The project covers the training of 6000 agro-input
dealers. The training focuses primarily on fertilizer. A meeting will be scheduled
shortly to discuss this in more detail
les@croplifeafrica.org
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Establishment of a Poisons Information Centre in Uganda.

A proposal has been received for funding support for the
establishment and management of a National Poisons Information
Centre. This would be a joint project between CropLife Uganda and
the Makerere University, College of Health Sciences, Mulago Hospital
in Kampala.

Plant Biotechnology: Labelling Foods Containing GMO’s – South Africa
The regulations governing the labeling of foods containing GMO’s in South Africa were published in December 2010.
The Act makes provision for the labeling of foods containing genetically modified organisms (GMO’s) and now the regulations
have provided the specifics.
All foods containing more than 5 percent of GMO’s, whether the product was made in South Africa or elsewhere, will have to carry
the declaration “Contains at least 5 percent genetically modified organisms” in a “conspicuous and easily legible manner and
size”.
If it is impossible or not feasible to test goods for the presence of GMO’s, something the industry has protested about, the product
must be labeled “May contain GMO ingredients”.
Products that contain less than 5 percent of GMO’s may be labeled “Genetically modified content is below 5 percent”
The new regulations come into effect in March 2011 and until this date stakeholders have been granted time to provide inputs.

AfricaBio
Following the reorganisation of AfricaBio, Wally Green has been
appointed acting CEO. Wally comes with a wealth of experience
and we look forward to working with him during his term of office.

les@croplifeafrica.org
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West & Central Africa
CropLife Mali
A 3 day IPM training took place during December. This was organized in
cooperation with the “Emergency Rice Production Initiative” managed by
IFDC with the focus to educate rice producers on the safe handling of
pesticides, mostly herbicides.
The venue was the Mopi Rice Production Programme and the topics
included:
∗

Basics on pesticides (definitions / classification, toxicity etc).

∗

Transportation, storage and risks of mishandling.

∗

Good application practices and the use of PPE

The participants who numbered 24 rice producers, requested that this type
of training be conducted frequently and that regular meetings be organized
between producers and pesticide suppliers.

CropLife Mali-CNFA-Direction Nationale Agriculture / Ministry of Agriculture of Mali
Association Management & Alliances - Cooperation
A number of meetings were organized late in December to discuss possible joint activities between CropLife Mali and CNFA
including the Directorate of Agriculture / Ministry of Agriculture of Mali in charge of pesticide policies and management, as well as
ASP Mali. This is based on the agro-dealerships training component put in place by CNFA. These meetings led to:
∗

A better understanding of the program, target areas and similar programs (CropLife Mali and ASP)

∗

The identification of agro-dealers and stakeholders, facilitators and the supply of training materials

∗

The planning / conducting of the training sessions, and reporting

∗

The setting-up KPIs and conducting monitoring activities

All these activities require close cooperation between CNFA, CropLife Mali and ASP Mali to capitalize on the ongoing “Prevention
Component” and in particular with the Ministry of Agriculture so that the trained dealers get a recognized certificate signed by the
Ministry. It is also important that this cooperation be formalized through a MoU between CropLife Mali and CNFA.

CropLife Ghana
An IPM training was carried out in the Awutu Senya District which is situated in the Central Region of the country.
The participants included 62 Obrapa vegetable and mango producers. The focus of the training was to educate and sensitize the
group on the responsible handling and uses of CPPS, and the need to avoid using illegal / counterfeit products, and to source
only from accredited suppliers (members of CropLife Ghana). Participants were taught on
∗

How to read a label

∗

Spraying equipment and techniques and the use of PPE

∗

Counterfeit and Illegal pesticides, together with the associated risks when using these products.

Members of CropLife Ghana were actively involved in this training.
bama@croplifeafrica.org

Representing the Plant Science Industry

Page 6

Cr op Life A fr ica M idd le Ea st Ne w slet te r

Number 62
January 2011

CropLife Côte d’Ivoire
Communication & Cooperation

Pursuing sensitization and awareness creation on the issue of counterfeiting and in cooperation with the “Interprofessional
Funds for Research and Counseling in Agriculture” (Fonds Interprofessionnel de la Recherche et du Conseil Agricole, FIRCA)
an article was published in the special issue of the FIRCA’s newsletter (pp 84-85). The article covers the contribution of
pesticides to agricultural productivity over the past 50 years putting Côte d’Ivoire as the world’s first cocoa producer and
exporter, as well as progress made in other agricultural sectors. Such progress was made possible through innovations in crop
protection technologies with new active ingredients and formulations less toxic to man and the environment, together with
improved stewardship activities. The article warns of the increasing presence of illegal products on the market which are putting
at risk the above mentioned progress, the credibility of the country, the potential financial and economic losses and the risk to
both, users and consumers plus the impact on the environment. The article then calls for the implementation of the
recommendations from the workshop earlier in the year, mostly the repressive (judiciary) measures against counterfeiters.
The article will be posted on the FIRCA website: www.firca.ci, or a copy can be requested from firca@firca.ci or Tel: +225 22 528
181 Fax: +225 22 528 187.

bama@croplifeafrica.org

Upcoming

ExCo 1-2011 and Strategy review

Feb1-2

Stewardship Steering Committee Meeting Brussels

Feb 1

Obstocks Project Team Meeting

Feb 2

Lab training Kafrchima– Lebanon

Jan -Feb

Communications Steering Committee Meeting Washington

Feb 14

Anti Counterfeiting Steering Committee Meeting Washington

Feb 15

Strategy Council Meeting Washington

Feb 16

Visit to Algeria with Manon Dohmen RE local association

Feb 8-11

Plant Biotech, Africa Regional Network Meeting, Malawi

March 7

Events
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