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West & Central Africa Hub & Regulatory Workshop 
The workshop took place in Accra, Ghana on 16 & 17 April and was held under the patronage of the Ministry of Food and      
Agriculture and the Ministry of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation of Ghana.  The theme of the event was “Spray 
Service Provider Projects: Putting Stewardship into Practice” 

The objective of the meeting was to familiarize the 60+ participants on the ongoing SSP programme between CropLife AME and 
WCF-ACI. Presentations on the activities of the WCF-ACI project in West and Central Africa were followed by details on the 
SSP concept . This was beneficial to the other parties present.  

On the regulatory side, the event was used to sensitize participants, and more particularly the regulators on the needs to      
improve the business environment through sound regulatory frameworks supported by the PoR principles. This covers          
protection of regulatory data (PRD), confidential business information (CBI), and intellectual property rights, IPRs). The          
setting-up of the ECOWAS registration committee is currently the key priority and the inclusion of CBI and PRD in the regulatory 
framework will be considered once the committee is in place. In the interim training of regulators should continue to familiarize 
them on these issues. 

Another discussion topic was to sensitize the 
group on the needs for accelerating the       
implementation of the regional regulatory sub 
committees, as this is key to attracting and 
securing registration of innovative products.  

Lastly the meeting provided assistance and 
guidance to the national associations on their 
activities based on the priorities of CLAME. In 
this regard the topic of particular importance 
was the introduction of the CropLife AME   
Charter to which all national associations are 
required to comply with The President of the 
Board, Eric Bureau, gave clear explanations on 
the benefits derived from this.  A French     
version has been developed for francophone 
countries, and it is expected that all the national          
associations will sign the Charter  

Bama Yao 

(L-R) W. Kotey, President of 
CropLife Ghana, J. Barnes, Hub 
Chairman and E. Bureau,    
P res ident  o f  the  Board         
addressing participants during 
the opening  

A view of participants representing various organizations and institutions in the “Association  
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CropLife Zambia: Empty Pesticide Container Management Workshop 

Stewardship 

On 25 April, CropLife Zambia in partnership with MUSIKA held a stakeholders workshop to develop a Container Management 
Program. The workshop was aimed at establishing an operational plan and attracted 20 participants; from the Zambia           
Environmental Management Agency (ZEMA), Zambia National Farmers Union (ZNFU), MUSIKA, CropLife Zambia members, 
protocoled commercial growers, the Local City Council and the Recycler. 

The Workshop discussed the need to establish a Container Management Program. CLAME was represented by Les Hillowitz 
who introduced the concept of empty container management and shared two case studies with the group, ZEMA presented on 
the regulations governing waste management in Zambia, while CLZ partner, MUSIKA presented on their role within the small-
scale farming community and how they saw the need for empty pesticide container management within this sector. The          
protocoled producers who were represented by Khal Amazi & York Farm shared their perspective of the program as governed 
by various international private standards such as GlobalGAP, Fairtrade and the like. The recycler, Recyco Global, explained 
the recycling process and showed samples of the products that would be produced from recycled empty pesticide containers.    
Products on display were electricity conduit pipes, electric fencing insulators and refuse bags. 

To bring everything together, Rob Munro from MUSIKA facilitated the development of an “operational plan”. Agreement was 
reached that for the program to be successful the following main stakeholders would need to be engaged for differing roles:  

 The Recycler, Recyco Global Ltd. The recycler to be responsible for either collection and recycling of the empty pesticide     
containers or receiving and recycling. The recycler is based in the industrial area of Lusaka. 

Commercial Farms – Protocoled – These farms require certification to demonstrate that empty pesticide containers are     
properly disposed of. These standards are set by the likes of GlobalGAP, HACCP, Fairtrade, Utz, etc. Examples of such      
commercial operations are York Farm (involved in vegetables and rose flowers for export), Khal Amazi (involved in rose flowers 
and grapes for export). 

Commercial Farms – Conventional – the environmental and health responsibilities of these operations encourages this group 
to ensure that containers are disposed of correctly and a functioning container management system offers an easy process 
available to them. 

Primary Pesticide Distributors (national level companies) – to be responsible for implementing the necessary stewardship      
programs as part of their corporate, social and environmental responsibilities. 

Secondary Pesticide Distributors (local level agro-dealers) – have little incentive and will need to be seen within this context 
as part of the smallholder sector. 

Smallholder Producers –currently there is no incentive for this group to return empty pesticide containers for proper disposal. 
This will require a major educational campaign on the health risks involved in utilizing containers, and probably some form of   
financial incentive through the intrinsic value of the collected plastics. 

The responsibilities of the stakeholders would be: ZEMA would partner with the Lusaka City Council and provide Guidance on 
Waste Management Regulations, ZNFU, would handle the outreach to farmers and the hosting of farmer meetings, CropLife 
would be a key partner in the facilitation and training process, MUSIKA would also partner the facilitation process and provide 
technical and financial support, PROFIT+ would be responsible for small-scale farmer mobilization and possible funding (to   
private organizations). 
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The group concluded that there would be a need for a pilot programme for both the Commercial and the Small-scale sectors.  

The pilot programme is to be conducted at three levels: 

Mandated / Protocoled Commercial Farms:  

Khal Amazi and York Farm to begin delivery of “triple rinsed, punctured” containers with immediate effect. Staff on these farms 
are already trained in container management thereby allowing this component of the pilot project to start immediately. Khal 
Amazi offered to assist in sensitizing other commercial farms in the Chongwe area. 

Conventional Commercial Farms: 

The pilot project would take the following direction: 

Planning: CropLife, Musika and ZNFU to discuss the hosting on an event in early June. 

Kick-off: An event planned for early June to be hosted by ZNFU, in conjunction with Musika and CropLife and financially 
supported by the primary distributors.  

Awareness: CropLife to supply 2,000 copies of the international “Triple Rinse” poster, this to carry the CropLife Zambia 
name. An A5 replica, to be distributed by the distribution chain and to accompany invoices, etc. These will be printed by 
CropLife Zambia or CLAME and possibly funded by the companies. These materials will be used to sensitize the       
commercial farmers to the new opportunity to rid their farms of empty containers. 

Implementation: Commercial farmers will start delivering properly rinsed containers either directly to the recycler or to 
participating primary distributors who will store these until there is a sufficient volume for the recycler to collect.  

Scale Up: It is proposed that once the system is operating in Lusaka, a collection point will be identified in the Mkushi 
area for commercial farmers to deposit their containers. The collection point would be managed by the recycler who 
would chip/bale and transport to Lusaka. 

Smallholder Farms: 

The pilot project will take the following form: 

Planning: CropLife, Musika and ZNFU to meet in early May to discuss ZNFU’s role in the Chongwe area and the        
potential roles of other organizations such as the cotton ginners, churches, schools, etc. 

Survey: Musika to take the lead in undertaking a survey into the current situation related to empty containers and       the 
perceptions of a collection process – whether financial incentives are needed and if so, what form this should take. (The 
terms of reference and timing to be determined at the planning meeting) 

Awareness: All participating agro-chemical distributors, partners and others (such as the cotton ginners) to promote the 
concept of the adverse health risks of retaining and reusing containers, and of the benefits of triple rinsing, puncturing 
and collection. 

Perry Ngoma 

Above Group Participants:  Left - Perry Ngoma, with Sam Manoun, Director of Recyco Global Ltd 
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Spray Service Providers (SSP) in Ghana  

Cooperation with Ghana COCOBOD  

The 17 participants representing the Cocobod CODAPEC/Spraying Service, WCF-ACI, CropLife Ghana and CropLife AME, met 
to update participants on the CODAPEC and SSP program and to discuss the possibility of merging the two operations. 

Presentations covering the individual programs were made to determine commonalities, strengths and weaknesses. As the  
present subsidy program of Cocobod could end in the next few years, the SSP should consider undertaking the training and use 
of the CODAPEC spraying team therefore capitalizing on their wealth of experience. CODAPEC was asked to develop and 
share the terms of references of such an undertaking with CropLife Ghana and WCF-ACI; the terms of references should     
indicate the actions and steps, which will lead to merging their program into the SSP project. 

Training of Spray Service Providers (SSP’S)   

The training of 40 participants from 2 farmer organizations based in the Ashanti, Western and Central regions took place in   
Kumasi, Ghana, 8 – 11 April. 

The 40 farmers participating in the session will serve as SSP’s. The sessions were facilitated by the SSP trainers and           
supervised by the two national trainers. The president of CropLife Ghana and the national Coordinator of the                      
COCOBOD/CODAPEC program paid a visit to the event to discuss, dispense advice and encourage  the participants. 

Participants were evaluated through a written and practical test to assess their level of knowledge and competence. 

Bama Yao 

An exercise to demonstrate the different parts of a mist blower and their functions (CropLife Ghana) 
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SSP Training of Trainers in Côte d’Ivoire 

The training in Grand Bassam, Côte d’Ivoire, 22 – 25 April for the 15 participants to serve as SSP trainers was a follow-up to the 
earlier theoretical session, which took, place 18 - 22 March. 

Each participant prepared and facilitated one or two sessions. For the practical session each of the participants went through an 
exercise on practical application consisting of the calibration of a mist blower, preparation of a spray mix with a wettable powder 
pesticide and the “actual” application of the pesticide mixture. 

Once again feedback was given on the performance of the trainer. 

All 15 participants passed the evaluation test. 

Bama  Yao 

Above (L): The Vice President  of CropLife CI paid a visit to assess the program to view the  practical training (R) 

Mixing - above (L) followed by spraying above (R) exercises during the practical training sessions (Photos Courtesy: CropLife CI) 
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Stakeholders Workshop on the Spray Service Providers (SSP’s) in Cameroon   

The workshop was organized on 30 April, in Douala, Cameroon and participants included representatives of member companies 
of CropLife Cameroon, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, buyers and exporters of cocoa beans,  pesticide dealers 
and retailers. 

This intervention was somewhat different, as the purpose was to familiarize other major stakeholders involved in cocoa          
production and trading with the project and to seek their involvement and contribution. Recommendations were made on the 
option of “farmer based organizations”. Individual stakeholders plan to meet with CropLife Cameroon to discuss their possible 
involvement.   

The opportunity was taken to present and adopt the Master Plan, to confirm that the SSP training of trainers was planned for     
6 – 18 May, to be followed by the SSP training scheduled for June-September. Other activities relating to monitoring &      
evaluation,  reporting, trainer evaluation, the SSP Manual, communication tools, management of the website, were also        
covered. Topics related to the recommendation of spraying equipment, subsidies on equipment, etc. these issues are to be   
discussed with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development.     

Bama Yao 

Group photo of the participants to the stakeholders’ workshop of CropLife Cameroon 
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ASP Ethiopia: Closure Workshop 

With ASP Ethiopia coming to an end on 31 May, two 
workshops took place covering empty pesticide  
containers and the national pesticide management 
strategy.   

Management of Empty Pesticide Containers 

This workshop was held on 19 & 20 April   

Participants were drawn from all stakeholders who 
were involved with the ASP, 45 in total. The        
international consultant on container management 
was also present. The workshop developed a     
roadmap for the “Ethiopian empty container       
management team”. CropLife Ethiopia actively    
participated in the discussions and addressed the 
main goals challenging the Industry. All proposals 
put forward by CropLife Ethiopia were included in 
the roadmap. 

The National Pesticide Management Strategy: 

This workshop followed the container management program, and was held on 22 & 23 April. Here again, participants were 
drawn from stakeholders who had been partners throughout the project’s lifespan and totaled 34.The local consultant  presented 
a detailed report which was discussed at length, and which will hopefully lead  to a sound strategy being followed. 

In conclusion, the MOA implied that they would appreciate the assistance from CLI to help in the implementation of the two core 
strategies, which will emerge from the two workshops. CropLife Ethiopia feels that the container management strategy could be 
an incentive to get their pilot program started in 2013 but needs the support of CLAME / CLI to develop this further.  

Getachew Cherinet CropLife Ethiopia 

The National Pesticide Management working group 

Empty Pesticide Container Program: Malawi 

Malawi was one of the countries selected for the CleanFarms program. The project started in November 2008 and ended     
December 2012. 

During the term of the project, over 300 tons of obsolete pesticides were collected from both the public and private sectors and 
of which arrangements are in place for disposal through a partnership agreement with the FAO. Alongside this, 3,000 of the       
registered 18,000 empty pesticide containers were collected, a process which is ongoing, and which is being managed by   
CropLife Malawi. 

A recycler has been identified and these containers are in the process of being converted into the production of irrigation pipes.   

A new development is that CropLife Malawi in partnership with key stakeholders in “chemicals” (which includes pesticides) has  
plans to develop a country strategy in the sound management of chemicals including PoPs. In this regard they secured funding 
in principle from the GEF Small Grants program (through UNDP). With this development, the scoping of the project — which 
was called Clean Farms Malawi — will change, to include empty containers of all chemicals, and pesticides, including POPs. 
The new project will also act as a linking point to the various initiatives from government departments and the private sector. 

A Steering Committee has been identified, which will comprise; the Department of Environment, Pesticides Control Board,  
CropLife Malawi and the Malawi Bureau of Standards. All these organizations have been consulted and briefed on the program. 
All things being equal, the project is expected to kick-off in September 2013. 

     Fred Kawalewale, CropLife Malawi 
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Resistance Management to Glyphosate in South Africa:  
Monsanto – Business Enterprises of the University of Pretoria, Collaborative Research Program  

A media breakfast and information session took place on Tuesday 
23 April to inform media role players of the agricultural sector about 
the nature and scope of the Monsanto – Business Enterprises of 
University of Pretoria, Collaborative Research  Program (BE at UP). 

Monsanto SA contracted BE at UP (Pty) Ltd in the second half of 
2012 to undertake a research and development program aimed at 
investigating weed resistance for the broader South African farming 
community and to undertake the promotion of Good Agricultural 
Practices (GAPs) in this regard. 

The project also aims to build capacity and generate new scientific 
knowledge, and under the leadership of Professor Charlie 
Reinhardt, Extraordinary Professor to the Department of Plant   
Production Soil Science, a team of postgraduate students will 
complete masters and PhD qualifications respectively,  investigating the optimization of integrated modes of action for weed 
control in the South African context. 

One of the key objectives of Monsanto in contracting the University to do research on this subject, is to be pro-active and we see 
this as part of our product stewardship in South Africa”, says Kobus Steenekamp, Business Lead for Monsanto South Africa. 

The programme in its current form is dedicated in finding effective ways for dealing with weed resistance to glyphosate in South 
Africa as well as to advocate effective weed management practices.  The program will run for three years.             Les Hillowitz 

L-R, Kobus Steenekamp, Ivo Brants and Prof. Charlie Reinhardt  

SSP Training for the Coastal Rural Support Program Tanzania (CRSPT), a project of the AGA Khan      
Foundation – Tanzania 

The Coastal Rural Support Program Tanzania (CRSPT) is 
a project of the Aga Khan Foundation (AKF) which aims to 
improve the living standards of the rural population in Lindi 
and Mtwara regions through increased agricultural       
productivity, improved market access and linkages to 
value chain actors, enhance extension delivery system 
and mobilize rural finance for households’ development 
through savings.  AKF’s major areas of intervention     
include enhancing agricultural productivity, facilitating  
income   generation, improving health and education, and    
strengthening local civil society and governance. 

Some of the key aspects of CRSPT agricultural           
productivity improvement includes supporting small    
farmers to have access to technical knowledge, improve 
technologies, improved crop husbandry and other social 
organizational innovations that addresses the constraints 
to rice and sesame productivity improvement.  

The overall strategy is to work in collaboration with districts    
extension services and other value chain actors to organize         
farmers into functional groups and technically support them to 
improve agronomic practices through integrated crop            
management principles, better post-harvest handling, better   
market services, including access to rural credit and agro    
chemicals and other services.  

To achieve these objectives, AKF-CRSPT engaged CropLife 
Africa Middle East to facilitate a SSP training. This was directed 
at  20 Village Based Agents, small agro-dealers, Community 
Based Facilitators as well as to lead farmers on IPM/Responsible 
Use, pesticides application and illegal & counterfeit pesticides. 
The training was held at the Ndara Mission, 22 - 26 April, and 
was undertaken in Swahili by Evelyn Lusenaka  

Evelyn Lusenaka 

Above Right 
Group Photo 

Left: Scouting 
practices 
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Plant Science Consultants Association holds “Registration Workshop” 

Regulatory 

The Plant Science Consultants Association (PSCA) an affiliate of CropLife South Africa hosted a Registration Workshop in    
collaboration with the regulatory authorities governing pesticides.  

The workshop, of which the theme was “Improving the Quality of Registration Submissions”, took place in Pretoria on 11 April. 
Dr Bernhard Johnen was the keynote speaker and addressed the audience on “Principles of Regulation” focusing on quality 
issues including data, scientific principles and responsibilities of parties. 

Other items on the agenda addressed were: 

Registration Guidelines 

Protocols and Registration Requirements 

Quality of Trial Reports and Data Summaries. 

Compiling a Registration Application Dossier (sequential order of contents / index) 

The workshop was repeated in the Western Cape on 24 April.  

                                Les Hillowitz 

Rob Wood, Convener of the working group developing the new 
Registration Guidelines with Bernhard Johnen 

Thilivhali Nepfumbada, Management Advisor, Act 36/47, 
Department of Agriculture Forestry & Fisheries 
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CropLife Mauritius Participates at the SAICM Inception Workshop 

Association Management 

CropLife Mauritius actively participated at the 
Inception Workshop organized by the Ministry 
of Health and Quality of Life, in collaboration 
with the UNDP Mauritius Country Office for 
the Mauritius/UNDP/UNEP Partnership    
Initiative for Strategic Approach to Interna-
tional Chemicals Management (SAICM)   
project, funded by the Quick Start             
Programme (QSP). 

The workshop marked the official launching 
of the project and aimed at getting the      
various stakeholders together involved in the 
use and management of chemicals.         
Discussions covered issues related to the 
Sound Management of Chemicals in the  
Republic of Mauritius and to review the    
project baseline and project plan. 

CropLife Mauritius expressed its desire to 
contribute actively and to participate fully in 
the implementation of the SAICM Project. 

The workshop took place on Wednesday 24 
April 2013 at La Canelle, Domaine Les 
Pailles, Mauritius.  

Mukesh Rughoo, CropLife Mauritius  

     

  

Seated Front Row, L - R: Clifford Dove, Philippe LeVieux, Mukesh Rughoo  

Standing – Back Row, L - R: Murveen Ragobar, Bernard de Robillard, Vedanand 
Mungur , Dani Joseph 

CropLife Zimbabwe: New Executive Committee  

The photo above shows the new CropLife Zimbabwe Executive Committee, which recently held their first meeting.  At the    

meeting Yevai Goto (front left) was confirmed as the Chairperson for 1913/14, with Beata Nhunzvi (front right) as Vice        

Chairperson.  The other members are (back left to right) Robert Mazuru, Lawrence T Gono, Bongayi Gokoma and Jacob  

Nyagweta, immediate past president.  Temba Pilime, also on this year’s Executive Committee, was not present. 
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GMOs – Implications for Trade and Developing Countries  

Plant Biotechnology 

GM crops are grown by more than 17 million farmers around the world, the majority of them smallholder farmers in 
developing countries: GMs are cultivated in 20 developing countries and 8 industrial countries worldwide. Soya and 
maize are the most planted GM crops around the globe, followed by cotton and oilseed rape. 
US, Brazil, Argentina, China, Canada, and India count among the countries that have intensively adopted GM 
crops. 

In Europe, there are two GM crops allowed for cultivation: maize (approved in 1998), and potatoes (approved in 
2010). However, as of May 2011, 40 GM crops were approved for imports and processing and/or food and feed in 
the EU. Still, 19 products have already the positive vote of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), but are still 
awaiting to be official allowed by the European Commission. 

The difference of pace for import approvals between the EU and exporting countries causes trade problems - while 
the EU still takes close to 3.7 years on average for an import approval, approvals in Brazil currently take just over 2 
years, and the U.S. is aiming for 1.5 years. However, the EU has no intention to speed up the system in the near 
future, Eric Poudelet, Director Safety of the Food chain, DG SANCO, European Commission declared in an event 
on the topic at the beginning of the month in Brussels. 

In Africa, however only three countries allow the cultivation of GM crops, namely South Africa, Burkina Faso, and 
Egypt. Nathalie Moll, EuropaBio’s Secretary General believes that EU has a responsibility towards developing 
countries: “Our go-slow approach in the EU is hampering adoption of GM crops that could protect yields and help     
increase farmers’ income”. She argues that the European legislation is taken by developing countries as an       
example, and that the kind of precautionary principle that the EU has is not particularly inspiring for these countries. 
They would be thus deterred to take advantage of the benefits GM crops could bring in unfavorable conditions.  
The advocates of GM crops argue that GM crops have several advantages, such as: higher yields, improve weed 
control, and lower levels of pesticide needed. It is assumed that crops as the golden rice in Africa can fight         
beta-carotene deficiencies. 

It is also claimed that GM crops could be part of the answer for the challenge of covering a 70% increase in food 
production, required to meet the growth of world population to 9 billion by 2050.  
Scientists agree that GM have to be integrated in order to respond to the specific needs of each area, Sir Brian 
Heap, President of the European Academies Science Advisory Council believes. 

GM crops are developed by a process of genetic modification by which selected individual genes are inserted from 
one organism into another to enhance desirable characteristics (‘traits’) or to suppress undesirable ones. 
GM crops are generally seen as controversial, due to the questions about the risks posed to the environment 
through gene flows, and to human health through ingestion of toxic substances. In 2000 and 2010, the European 
Commission released two reports that cover 25 years of research on GM crops or food on human health or the  
environment: “A decade of EU-funded GMO research (2001-2010)” and “EC-Sponsored research on safety the  
genetically modified organisms (1985-2000).” Conclusions were that there are no threats or dangers of approved to 
GM crops. 

Worldwide there are more than 300 approved GM products; the GM crops represent 10% of total crops worldwide.  
Source: CTA Brussels, EuropaBio, UNDP.  



Representing the Plant Science Industry 
 

CropLi fe Af r ica Middle East Newslet ter  Number  90 
May 2013  

Page 12 

GROWING FOOD - CREATING RENEWABLES - SUPPLYING SUSTAINABLY 

 

CleanFarms Ghana “closing workshop”       3 May  

Association Management Training: CropLife Zambia     6-7 May 

WCF – ACI SSP ToT’s, Cameroon        7-18 May 

Association Management Training: CropLife Kenya     9-10 May 

Meeting with Kenya Markets, on possibility of an SSP project, Nairobi  10 May  

African Cocoa Initiative Steering Committee Meeting, Abidjan   7 May  

Meeting of the Data Protection Steering Committee, Brussels   13 May  

Training of customs officers and pesticide inspectors at borders   Week 13 May 

Meeting with DDG Agriculture regarding ED’s, Pretoria, South Africa    13 May 

CNI pollinator workshop, NAMPO, South Africa     14 May 

POR Project Team, Brussels        14 May 

Regulatory Steering Committee, Brussels      15-16 May 

Stewardship Steering Committee, Mannheim      21 May  

CropLife Ghana-regulatory bodies for PoR follow-up     22 May  

IPM & RU Project Team, Mannheim       22 May  

Obstocks Steering Committee, Mannheim       23 May 

SSP Cameroon kick-off        27 May  

INTERPOL Regional Anti-Counterfeiting workshop, Namibia,    3-7 June  

Communications Steering Committee, Brussels,     10-11 June 

European / ECPA Operator Exposure meeting, Bratislava     11 Jun  

Strategy Council Meeting, Brussels       12 June  

Anti CF Steering Committee, Brussels      13 Jun  

Board Meeting 1-2013 and AGM 2013, Brussels     14 June 
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Contributors: 

Bama Octave Yao (West-Central Africa)      bama@croplifeafrica.org 

Les Hillowitz (East-Southern Africa)              les@croplifeafrica.org 

GROWING FOOD - CREATING RENEWABLES - SUPPLYING SUSTAINABLY 


