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CropLife Africa Middle East Board Meeting

Stewardship

Under the chairmanship of Dirk Hartmann, CropLife Africa Middle East held its 2 nd Board Meeting of the year at the Mövenpick
Residence Hotel in Nairobi on November 28. Twelve members were present or were represented by proxy.
The CropLife team provided Board members with an overview of the main achievements during 2018. This also covered the
achievements of regulatory and advocacy for the crop protection industry in the Africa Middle East region as well as the good
progress made in areas of stewardship and anti-counterfeiting activities. One of the key topics covered at the meeting was the
detailed stewardship update highlighting the tremendous progress made with the implementation of the Spray Service Provider
(SSP) concept in partnership with stakeholders including ‘IFDC, SNV, Palladium, FtF and IFDC/REACH’. It was emphasized
that the response by CL AME in tackling the invasion of FAW in the region, commenced with the implementation of the Feed the
Future Ethiopia Value Chain Activity funded by USAID.
The Board approved the 2019 Budget and gave their support on the planned activities for the coming year as presented by the
CL AME team. They further endorsed the support for the setting up a new board within CropLife Egypt in order to have one
voice for industry matters in that country and to be able to address relevant issues far more proficiently.

The Board accepted the formal resignations received from several Members:

•
•
•
•

Denis Troalen, Sumitomo
Pierre Cohadon, Syngenta
Tom Mabesa, CropLife South Africa
Sarwat Sakr, CropLife Egypt

They further confirmed the appointment of the following new members of the Board:

•
•
•
•

Georges Kassis, Sumitomo
Jerome Barbaron, Syngenta
Rodney Bell, CropLife South Africa
Hisham Mebed, CropLife Egypt

The meeting unanimously elected Jerome Barbaron as the new Vice President and Hub Chair for West and Central Africa, succeeding to Pierre Cohadon. The Board thanked those Board members leaving and welcomed the new elected Board members.
Samira Amellal

Dirk Hartmann paying tribute to
Sarwat Sakr for 16 years dedicated
service to the Board of CLAME
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Board Members and Management Team

Denis Troalen receiving his recognition
following 6 years’ service on the Board
of CLAME

Welcome to the 3 new members of the Board. L-R Jerome Barbaron, Syngenta, Hisham Mebed, CropLife Egypt and
Rodney Bell, CropLife South Africa. (Georges Kassis of Sumitomo not available at the time)

2

Partners in Sustainable Agriculture

December 2018 - No. 156

Stewardship
SAGA (CropLife Sudan) activities during 2018
On 8 November, the meeting of the General Assembly took place. The meeting re- elected Sir Elkhatim Omer Hassan as
Chairman and Faisal as Secretary General. Mohamed Abdalla was elected as Financial Secretary plus an additional 12
executives to form the SAGA Executive Committee.
A meeting with the IFAD delegation in October concluded that SAGA should play a major part in the Seed Development Project
(SDP) by undertaking ToT & SSP training programs in 4 states in the country, namely: South Kordofan, North Kordofan, West
Kordofan and Sennar which will be an enormous program, requiring detailed planning.
Set out below is the evaluation of the SSP activities during 2018 in South and North Kordofan.

•
•
•

Evaluation of the SSP training program in Kordofan State.

•

All SSP’s were very keen to learn more about pests and diseases in the different crops and the suitable solutions to
combat these. To some extent several of them are able to recommend and implement control measures.

•

The perception of responsible use of pesticides by the trainee was very good and this is very important in areas where
no medical awareness is available.

•
•
•
•

Handling and cleaning of sprayers by the SSP’s was fair but there is a need for the availability of spare parts.

•
•

3

The trained groups were divided into two. One at Abbasia (S. Kordofan) and the second at Alobied (N. Kordofan).

The SSP’s from Abbasia work in crops grown in areas that vary from a few feddans to hundreds of feddans, while the
SSP’s from North Kordofan only work with smallholder farmers.

The feedback from the field revealed the following:
The SSP’s were providing extension services to farmers on how to use the label, responsible use and storage, etc.
It was observed that, the SSP’s themselves can be categorized into three groups:

•

Those who provide services throughout the year, starting with the field crops during the summer then spraying
the orchards and lastly move to the vegetables during the winter. This type of service was found in Alrashad and
Abu Gebeha areas and their income was quite good.

•

Those who provide services during the summer field crops and winter vegetables in the Altadamon area, earned
a satisfactory income.

•

The third group are those who are in the areas where only the summer field crops are grown in Alabasia. This
group can increase their income by providing hygiene spraying of the stores and assist in the spraying of public
health products.

Most of the SSP’s reported that the service they are providing is profitable and will continue providing such a service.
A substantial number of farmers made use of the SSP services during 2018, exceeding 4500.

Partners in Sustainable Agriculture

December 2018 - No. 156

Stewardship
Recommendations:

•
•

Additional training on pesticides and usage is needed by the trained SSP’s (Dr. Hatim)

•
•
•

Follow up on the SSP’s who have undergone training programs.

•
•

Further training on pest management, crop rotation and pesticide rotation (resistance management) is needed.

More ToT and SSP training programs are needed as this a large area while there is minimum know-how on the
responsible use of pesticides.
The supply of sprayers and PPE at affordable prices to the SSP’s is essential.
The timely supply of products to the area should be made by the suppliers to allow the SSP’s the opportunity to carry out
their activities.

The SSP’s in the Abbasia area need to be equipped with larger sprayers for the spraying of large hectarage, e.g. tractor
mounted sprayers or wheelbarrow mounted sprayers as well as smaller equipment such as knapsacks and motorized
sprayers

Conclusion:
The experience of SAGA in North & South Kordofan in undertaking ToT & SSP trainings in collaboration with IFAD was very
successful and needs to be continued.
Sir Elkhatim Omer Hassan, Chairman SAGA

An SSP with a motorized knapsack sprayer
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CropLife Kenya holds a Breakfast Meeting to Strategize on Sustainable Management of Empty
Pesticide Containers
Empty Pesticide Containers are classified as hazardous materials in Kenya and therefore require special treatment in their
disposal. Only two countries (South Africa and Zambia) have a non-hazardous classification for properly / triple rinsed pesticide
containers in Africa.
Under the astute leadership of Patrick Amuyunzu (Chairman CropLife Kenya) and CEO, Evelyn Lusenaka, CLK invited
public and private stakeholders on 30th November 2018 to review the progress made since inception of the pilot project in 2014
and to come up with a sustainable strategy for container management.

Present at the meeting were representatives from CropLife Kenya and its member companies, CropLife Africa Middle East,
Ministry of Agriculture/ Plant protection Services Directorate, Pest Control Products Board (PCPB), Ministry of Environment and
Natural Resources (MoENR)/National Environmental Management Agency (NEMA), Seed traders Association of Kenya,
TechnoServe, RainForest Alliance, Mr. Green Africa, Kenya National Federation of Farmers, Cereal Gowers Association,
Kenya Coffee platform and the Lake Naivasha Residents Association. Also in attendance was the Chair of CropLife Cote
d’ivoire, Guy Liabra.
During the meeting presentations were made on the current status of Container management (By Benson Ngigi), the status of
Container management in Africa (By Les Hillowitz) as well as the regulatory environment with regards to empty pesticide
containers (MoENR and PCPB).
The key success stories in the pilot were attributed to

•
•
•
•
•
•

Farmer’s ownership of the project in the respective areas.
Stewardship implemented through the Spray Service Provider concept.

The relocation of some collection centres for accessibility by farmers.
Awareness creation during field activities.
Compliance for certification purposes by farmer groups.
The challenges encountered in implementation were mentioned as;

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Farmers expect compensation for delivering containers to the collection centres.
The collection centres have a limited radius and are sparsely located.
Triple rinsing and puncturing of containers is not being routinely practiced.
The bulky nature of loads makes EPC’s uneconomical to transport.
The re-use of pesticide containers for domestic purposes.
Inadequate knowledge among farmers on the existence of the “collection centres”.
Volumes of containers are relatively small for a recycling business and can therefore only supplement the
operation.

Dr Ayub (MoENR, Mr. Kieran (Mr. Green Africa), Mr Guy Liabra CL-Ivory Coast and Mr. Oluyali (Min Agric,
Kenya)
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Triple rinsing of Empty Pesticide Containers (EPCs), leaves the container 99.99% clean and according to FAO/WHO
Guidelines, properly / triple rinsed containers should be classified as non - hazardous. Each country is different when it comes
to collection schemes, says Les Hillowitz of CLAME, there is simply, “no one-size fits all”. Kenya has the opportunity to
develop a system for recycling and disposal of containers that fits the Kenyan situation.
The meeting was informed that communication materials on Empty Pesticide Container management developed by CropLife
International is freely available on the CropLife Website (https://croplife.org/crop-protection/stewardship/containermanagement/) and members can download this for use during their awareness campaigns.
The meeting came up with the following action points to strengthen stakeholder involvement in Kenya’s container management
initiative.

•
•
•

Work with farmer groups to set up additional collection centres

•
•
•
•
•

Obtain data from Industry on the volume of containers placed into the market annually

•
•

A strategy for Enforcement and behaviour change is needed - via incentive or penalty

•
•

Explore ways of working with the county governments by introducing the project in the counties.

Work closely with certifying bodies such as GLOBALG.A.P. or RainForest Alliance and farmer groups.
Develop wide reaching awareness creation on triple rinsing and proper disposal. (enforcement of awareness can be
encouraged with the farming communities)
For agro-dealers to act as the key point for collection of EPC in some areas
Work closely with recyclers – SHOW THEM THAT THERE IS A BUSINESS CASE TO BE MADE.
Engage with the youth as part of the program for income generation– e.g. shredders
Review and adoption of Policy, Regulations and Guidelines regarding Empty Pesticide Container disposal. Although the
Pest Control Product (PCP) Bill has been reviewed, it is still not clear on EPC management and what is expected of
farmers. “The bill says dispose safely”. But what is considered as safe disposal by farmers?

Public/Private stakeholder consultation – needed to ensure that we come up with a clause in the PCP Bill where
farmers and users of PCPs are forced to ensure that EPCs are triple rinsed and disposed of in a recommended manner.
Engagement with certifying bodies and NEMA to ensure certification is not affected by the shift to recycling (from
incineration)

In conclusion CLK reiterated it is ready to work with all stakeholders in meeting the objective of introducing the management of
properly rinsed empty pesticide containers.
Benson Ngigi

Left: Patrick Amuyunzu (Chairman CropLife Kenya)
addressing the meeting

Right: Les Hillowitz addressing the meeting
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CropLife Egypt continues Responsible Use and Anti-Counterfeiting awareness training at BASF
clinics
CropLife Egypt collaborates with BASF by delivering Responsible Use and Anti-counterfeiting awareness training through their
one-day clinics. BASF held a one-day clinic in Ismailia Governorate for smallholder farmers on 29 November 2018.
The farmers brought samples of infected plants (tomatoes and mango) and water samples to test TDS.
Mahmoud Said, CropLife Master Trainer, delivered Responsible Use awareness training and Anti-Counterfeiting messaging to
the farmers, the interactive session had great participation from audience

Said Abdella

Above & Below: Mahmoud Said delivering an awareness session
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Training of Trainers Workshop, Yamoussoukro,
Côte d’Ivoire
Thirteen field officers involved in training activities from the
member companies of the national associations within the
WCA hub, comprising two from Cameroon, two from Mali and
nine from Côte d’Ivoire underwent a TOT on 12 – 16
November.
The workshop was organized to provide knowledge and tools
for the assessment of training needs, to conduct, monitor and
evaluate training activities. The workshop was facilitated by
Roger Yeboué and consisted of three sessions:

•

A 3-day theoretical session focusing on the Basics of
Training, Preparation of a Training session, Facilitation
of a Training session according to the SDF Model, Adult
Learning, Training Methods and Approaches, Circle of
Competences, Monitoring and Evaluation, etc.

•

A 2-day practical session consisting of individual lesson
facilitation by the participants. Each participant had the
opportunity to put into practice the acquired knowledge,
by using the tools provided during the theoretical
session.

•

An evaluation of participants through a written
pre-training test and a written post-training test to
assess how the knowledge gaps had narrowed. These
tests together with the practical session and the
participation in the interactive sessions were used for
the overall evaluation of each participant.
All
participants scored more than 50%, and therefore
received their certificates of competence.

•

Monitoring & Evaluation was stressed as key to any
training. The participants were asked to provide a report
on their activities, thereby allowing the monitoring
element by CropLife AME to take place. They received
a template for reporting of their training activities.

•

They also conducted an evaluation of the workshop
highlighting the strengths, the topics of interest and the
needed improvement for future consideration.
Bama Yao
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Above & Below: Participants paying careful attention to the
facilitators during the individual lessons. Photos Courtesy:
CropLife Côte d’Ivoire

Participants proudly showing off their certificates of competence.
Photo Courtesy: CropLife Côte d’Ivoire
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IPM / RU Training, Mali
An IPM/RU training took place in Sikasso, Mali on 6 – 8
November at which 28 producers and members of the yellow
maize clusters in the Sikasso region, participated.
The training was organized in support of the IFDC-2SCALE
program aimed at strengthening the capacity of pesticide
applicators for maize production. The ultimate goal is to ensure
best handling practices and the avoidance of exposure to
pesticides by females and children during application.
Three trainers from CropLife Mali facilitated the 3-day session
with a focus on:

A facilitator explaining the different parts of a knapsack
sprayer and the use of a PPE. Photo Courtesy: CropLife
Mali.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basics on pesticides
Pesticide legislation and regulations
Toxicity and poisoning
PPE
Safe Transportation and Storage of pesticides
Pesticide application
Parts of knapsack sprayers, and calibration

Technical programs for maize production and pesticide
use.
The participants were evaluated through a pre- and post-test as
well as undertaking a practical test. Those who scored more than
50% (25 participants) received a certificate of competence. The
three who did not reach the required 50%, received certificates of
participation.
It is worth mentioning that the female participants were awarded
certificates of competence, but will not apply pesticides. They will
serve as counselors for pesticide applications.
Bama Yao

Group photo of the participants at the end of the training session
Photo Courtesy: CropLife Mali
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GLYPHOSATE FAQ With over 40 years of safe use, glyphosate is one of the world’s most important tools for
managing problematic weeds and a critical component of modern agricultural practices

For more than 40 years, farmers, gardeners, conservationists and other users have counted on glyphosate as a cost-effective
tool that can be used safely to control a wide range of weeds. Glyphosate is a breakthrough for modern agriculture, as it
reduces the need for tilling fields, which saves time and costs for farmers, while also decreasing erosion and water loss to help
keep soils healthy and reduce carbon emissions. More than 800 scientific studies and reviews, the U.S. EPA, the U.S.
National Cancer Institute, the European Food Safety Authority, the World Health Organization and regulatory bodies around
the world have determined that glyphosate is safe for use as directed.

1Q. What is glyphosate and how does it work?
1A. Glyphosate is one of the most popular herbicides used around the world in agricultural and non-agricultural applications. It
is sprayed on the leaves of plants to effectively manage both grasses and broadleaf weeds. The molecule “glyphosate” was
first introduced to the market in the early 1970s as the active ingredient in the herbicide Roundup, a broad-spectrum herbicide
that quickly became one of the best-selling herbicides. Glyphosate blocks a specific enzyme pathway, the shikimic acid
pathway, which is essential for plant development but is not found in human or animal cells. Once the plant dies, glyphosate is
broken down over time by microorganisms found in the soil into naturally occurring substances, such as carbon dioxide.
2Q. Is glyphosate safe to use?
2A. Yes. No pesticide has been more extensively evaluated than glyphosate.
More than 800 scientific studies and reviews and conclusions from the U.S. EPA, the U.S. National Cancer Institute, the
European Food Safety Authority, the European Food Safety Authority and the European Chemicals Agency, Health Canada,
the Food Safety Commission Japan, the New Zealand Ministry for the Environment, and the Australian Pesticides and
Veterinary Medicines Authority and other regulatory bodies around the world support the safety of glyphosate.
3Q. Didn’t a WHO agency study find that glyphosate was a probable carcinogen?
3A. In March 2015, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) issued an opinion that glyphosate was a
“probable human carcinogen.” More than 800 scientific studies and reviews and conclusions from the U.S. EPA, the U.S.
National Cancer Institute, the European Food Safety Authority, the European Food Safety Authority and the European
Chemicals Agency, Health Canada, the Food Safety Commission Japan, the New Zealand Ministry for the Environment, and
the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority and other regulatory bodies around the world support the safety
of glyphosate. Three other WHO programs have also reviewed glyphosate and concluded that it is not a carcinogen. It is
important to note that IARC is not a regulatory agency and its opinion is an outlier from regulatory conclusions around the
world.
4Q. Does glyphosate impact human health?
4A. More than 800 scientific studies, the U.S. EPA, the European Food Safety Authority, the World Health Organization and
the U.S. National Institutes of Health have all found that glyphosate can be used safely according to its label instructions.
Glyphosate blocks a specific enzyme pathway that is essential for plant growth but is not found in human or animal cells. In
December 2017, the U.S. EPA again confirmed that glyphosate is “not likely to be carcinogenic to humans,” which is the
EPA’s most favorable classification, and also confirmed that glyphosate poses no other meaningful risks to human health
when used according to its label. Glyphosate has been widely used for 40 years and is a vital tool for modern agriculture.
5Q. Is glyphosate harmful to the environment?
5A. Glyphosate helps the environment by reducing tillage/plowing, which keeps soils healthy and reduces carbon emissions.
When farmers adopt conservation tillage, it increases soil organic matter and keeps soil healthy, improves water quality,
conserves soil moisture, provides habitat for wildlife, and reduces soil erosion and compaction, fuel use and greenhouse gas
emissions. As an example, the Bavarian State Research Center for Agriculture estimates that 180,000 tons more diesel fuel
and 18 million more working hours per year would be needed to mechanically control weeds, which would result in 500,000
tons more carbon dioxide equivalents annually in Germany alone. To look at it another way, farming without glyphosate would
cause additional carbon emissions due to increased fuel usage and decreased soil carbon sequestration; this is like adding
11.8 million cars to the road annually. [1]
[1] The contribution of glyphosate to agriculture and potential impact of restrictions on use at the global level. 2017. G. Brooks,
et. al.https://doi.org/10.1080/21645698.2017.1390637
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6Q. Has glyphosate been linked to the decline in monarch butterflies or other impacts on biodiversity?
6A. The use of weed control products, such as glyphosate, enables farmers to reduce mechanical tilling, which can have a
disruptive impact on soil health and wildlife biodiversity. A number of factors have been linked to declining habitat for monarch
butterflies, including a changing climate, logging and the use of herbicides in agriculture. We have stepped forward to play a
key role in the effort to restore milkweed populations outside of cultivated fields to help sustainably restore monarch
populations.
We are committed to advocating for biodiversity through actions that protect, preserve and restore the natural environment
while benefiting farmers, our business and society – now and for generations to come. Our support of biodiversity includes
protecting and improving the viability of plant and animal life; preserving and restoring habitats to protect agricultural and
natural resources; and preserving and improving plant varieties to increase genetic diversity. Through industry collaborations
and education programs, we work closely with farmers to help ensure they use crop protection products properly and have
greater awareness of the need for monarch habitat within agriculture.
7Q. What about glyphosate resistant weeds, which some call “super weeds”? What can be done about those?
7A. Resistant weeds are an important issue – but not a new one. For as long as farmers have tried to protect their crops from
weeds, those weeds have adapted and evolved. Overreliance on any form of weed control, including any herbicide, will lead
to the development of resistant weeds. We're working with partners to try to address weed resistance, including by providing
farmers with the tools and information that can help them prevent resistance from happening. Bayer is an industry leader in
integrated weed management, which
is founded on principles such as crop rotation, herbicide diversity, and maintaining a low weed seed bank. We hope to
increase the number of growers who follow these practices, which enhance sustainability and reduce resistance, when using
glyphosate or any herbicide on the market.
8Q. Why has glyphosate use risen considerably over the past 20 years?
8A. Glyphosate has been a breakthrough for farming. Not only do glyphosate products work well to control weeds, but they
also help farmers grow crops more sustainably. For example, glyphosate has helped farmers adopt what is called
“conservation tillage.” With conservation tillage, farmers can disturb less soil and drive their tractors less. Thus, farmers can
reduce soil erosion and carbon emissions, which is great for the environment. In fact, conservation tillage can reduce soil
erosion by up to 90 percent
Commercialized more than 40 years ago, glyphosate controls both grass and broadleaf weeds, making it one of the most
important tools for weed management. It is used by farmers in more than 160 counties, and glyphosate-tolerant crops are the
backbone of many major row crops in the United States, accounting for more than $33 billion in annual exports. Without
glyphosate, weed management becomes more difficult for farmers and farm profitability could fall.
9Q. Are there any alternatives to glyphosate?
9A. A fundamental component of integrated weed management is helping farmers diversify their use of weed control products.
While there are other effective tools on the market, no other herbicide on the market today matches glyphosate’s unique
efficacy, cost or health and safety profile. Glyphosate successfully controls most varieties of weeds and offers a sustainable
alternative to plowing. Glyphosate has been reviewed and approved for use by regulatory authorities around the world and
has a 40-year history of safe use. Hardly any other herbicide has been used as extensively and with more confidence by
farmers as glyphosate. With that being said, it’s critical that farmers have more options and do not become overly reliant on
any individual technology.
10Q. How do regulators determine that a product like glyphosate is safe for use?
10A. Regulatory agencies require nearly 100 safety studies before allowing a product to be placed on the market. All
regulatory studies submitted to a regulatory agency are conducted according to internationally recognized standards and
audited. All safety studies must be conducted using Good Laboratory Practices, which ensures that the tests are conducted
properly and the results are reliable. Major regulatory agencies around the world – including the U.S. EPA and the European
Food Safety Authority – have reviewed all of the safety data required for registration and have concluded glyphosate can be
used safely when label directions are followed.
Furthermore, Bayer is committed to transparency in the field of crop protection and is a pioneer in the industry in this respect.
Bayer’s transparency website provides access to scientific data for the assessment of crop protection products and makes the
safety data that were previously available only to regulatory authorities publicly accessible.

Christian Pollet - Bayer CropScience Division
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Opening ceremony of the CILSS-CSP 43rd session
Approximately 50 participants comprising the registrars representing the member states of the CILSS and consultants of the
CSP attended the opening ceremony of the CILSS-CSP 43rd session in Bamako, Mali, on 19-24 November. Other participants
included regulators and registrars from the coastal countries (Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea C., Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone and Togo), allies and partner organizations such as ECOWAS, WAEMU, FAO, OMS, CropLife AME and Michigan State
University.
The session was chaired by the Ministry of Agriculture of Mali, and witnessed by the participation of the Executive Secretary of
CILSS.
The 43rd session of the Sahelian Pesticide Committee (Comité Sahélien des Pesticides, CSP) was organized as the second
planned session for the year 2018 for registration dossier study. Prior to such dossier study, the opening ceremony provided an
opportunity to the speakers and the authorities to address on various issues the pesticide sector is facing. Among such issues
are the reduced administrative personnel and lack of sufficient financial resources for efficiently handling of the activities, the
implementation of the West Africa Pesticide Registration Committee (WAPRC) under the aegis of ECOWAS, the weak
enforcement of the regulations that favors the proliferation of illegal pesticides on the markets. This situation is putting at risk
the agricultural development, and the overall economy in the West Africa sub-region.
Other topics relate to the effectiveness of the new website “SIGEP-AO” allowing the online dossier application, and the
finalization of the sections dedicated to the national committees for pesticides management (CNGP) and to the public.
Bama Yao

The Executive secretary of the CILSS, and the Chairperson of the ceremony, the Minister of Agriculture of Mali (2nd and 3rd L-R, respectively). Photo Courtesy:
INSAH-CSP
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The Executive Secretary of CILSS and the Minister of Agriculture of Mali being addressed by N. Diarra, President of
CropLife Mali and B. Yao (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th L-R, respectively) on the proliferation of illegal pesticides in the sub-region.
Courtesy: INSAH-CSP

Participants included S. Haggblade of MSU, and L. Suguiyama former registrar at the US-EPA
(1st and 2nd R-L respectively). Photo Courtesy INSAH-CSP.
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INTERPOL OPSON VIII – Africa, Harare, Zimbabwe, 13 – 14 December 2018
Background: Operation Opson – which means “food” in ancient Greek, is an annual law enforcement operation that aims to
protect public health by removing counterfeit and substandard food and drinks from the market, and dismantling the organized
crime groups involved in this type of trafficking. During the operational phase, participating agencies from law enforcement,
customs and national food regulatory bodies conduct checks at shops, markets, airports and seaports to locate and confiscate
counterfeit or substandard food products.
Coordinated jointly by INTERPOL and Europol, the first phase of the operation took place in 2011 with the participation of 10
countries, mainly from Europe. Since then, Operation OPSON has adopted an increasingly comprehensive approach, raising
awareness among member countries and gaining their commitment to effectively tackle the issue.
Several of the countries present at the 2019 Pre-Planning Meeting gave feedback on Operation Opson VII as it impacted on
their respective countries. Operation Opson VII seized deadly and dangerous fake food and drink worth an estimated EUR 55
million, in total, more than 3,620 tons and 9.7 million litres of hazardous fake food and drink were recovered and nearly 50
criminal networks were dismantled.
As Operation Opson basically covers “food crime”, it was fortuitous for us to have been invited and given a platform to explain
the issues on counterfeit pesticides. A total of 14 countries were represented at the Opson VIII Pre-Planning workshop with
approximately 40 delegates. This was facilitated by Francesco de Angelis, Criminal Intelligence Officer, Global Health (IGGH)
Programme, INTERPOL. Several useful contacts were established.
Les Hillowitz

Group Photo
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CropLife Ghana participates in REACT Workshop
As part of their intensive anti-counterfeiting activities, CropLife
Ghana is involved in advocacy practices on the issues of
agro-chemical counterfeiting. The issue of agro-chemical
counterfeiting and sales of spurious pesticides are rife across
the length and breadth of Ghana. Over the years, CropLife
Ghana has been involved in several advocacy programs
including the training of security officers, judiciary, border
control officers, EPA & MoFA/PPRSD officers as well as
numerous famer groups and input-dealers across Ghana.
On 29 November 2018, CropLife Ghana had the opportunity
to use the platform of the REACT Group to sensitize a select
group of Customs officers on the following:

•

Introduction to CropLife family and their respective
members

•

Differences between patented, generics, illegal and
counterfeit pesticides in West & Central Africa and
especially in Ghana;

•
•

What constitutes counterfeit and illegal pesticides
Various ways adopted in combatting counterfeit and
illegal pesticides in West & Central Africa, and
especially in Ghana;

•

Above: Fred Boampong during his presentation &
Below in the question and answer session

The need for all stakeholders to come on board to fight
this scourge.
REACT is a not-for-profit organization with over 27 years’
experience in fighting the trade in counterfeits and has more
than 260 business members covering all sectors of industry.
With an extensive global network of offices and partners
extending to 90 countries, REACT, using its knowledge of
national laws and procedures, is able to act efficiently as a
'one-stop-shop' wherever and whenever our members need
to enforce their intellectual property rights.
As part of the program, CropLife posters on identifying
counterfeit pesticides were distributed to all the Customs
Officers and the REACT team, present.
Fred Boampong
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CropLife
Ghana
Advocacy Training

undergoes

BUSAC

As part of the activities to ensure CropLife Ghana and
GAIDA implement successful advocacy in establishing an
import levy system through the review of the EPA Act,
BUSAC Fund organized a 4-day advocacy training
workshop for members of CropLife Ghana and the Ghana
Agri-Input Dealers Association (GAIDA). This took place at
the Noda Hotel, Fumesua in the Ashanti Region from the
9 -13 December 2018.
A total of 25 participants from across the country,
underwent the training.
The training was crafted in a way to equip CropLife Ghana
and GAIDA with the relevant tools and skills in advocacy
to enable the successful implementation of the advocacy
action.
Above & Below: Group Work Sessions. Photo Courtesy CropLife
Ghana

Amongst the many topics included, were:

•
•
•

Problem identification, definition and statement;

•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to advocacy;

Planning an advocacy action;
The role of the private sector in improving an
enabling environment;

Identification and influencing of targets;
The role of the executive and members;
Gender issues in advocacy;
Association
building,
leadership
communication & team building;

skills,

The training was facilitated by BUSAC Fund Consultants,
Abena Otoo and Bertha Gakor.
Fred Boampong

Feedback from group session (L) and presentation of certificates to the participants by W. Kotey, President of
CropLife Ghana (R). Photo Courtesy CropLife Ghana.
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Plant Biotechnology
Uganda Parliament Passes GMO Bill
The Parliament of the Republic of Uganda finally passed the Bill
designed to provide a regulatory framework for the safe
development and application of biotechnology in the country.
The Bill, formerly known as the National Biotechnology and
Biosafety Bill 2012, is now renamed as the Genetic Engineering
Regulatory Bill 2018. The President deferred to sign it as a law
pending 12 issues that require modifications.
Among the issues raised by the President are the establishment
of a number of gene banks and seed banks to preserve
biodiversity. Vice Chairperson of the Committee, Hon. Lawrence
Akugizibwe said that "the Committee agreed with the President
on the proposal to have a containment of Genetically
Engineered Materials (GEMs) so that they do not mix with
indigenous species by way of crossbreeding and pollination."
Furthermore, the committee agreed with the President that a
GEMs developer is fully liable for any negative effects that might
arise from the use of GEMs.
ISAAA

Nobel Laureates: Fear of GM Crops
Prevents Society from Benefiting from
the Technology
The 2018 winners of the Nobel Prize for Chemistry,
Professor Frances Arnold from the United States and
Sir Gregory Winter of the United Kingdom, say that
excessive concerns about genetically modified (GM)
foods are preventing society from benefiting from the
technology.
"We've been modifying the biological world at the level
of DNA for thousands of years," Professor Arnold said
at a news conference. "Somehow there is this new fear
of what we already have been doing and that fear has
limited our ability to provide real solutions," she added.
Professor Arnold argued that GM crops could make
food production more environmentally sustainable and
help feed the world's growing population. Sir Gregory
Winter, however, said that the current regulations on
GM crops need to be "loosened up."
The Nobel Laureates made the comments on
Monday, December 10, 2018, during the presentation
of the prize. Professor Frances Arnold and Sir
Gregory Winter received the Nobel Prize in
Chemistry this year, together with American scientist
George Smith, for their work in harnessing evolution to
produce new enzymes and antibodies. Their work led
to
the
development
of
new
fuels
and
pharmaceuticals by making use of nature's
evolutionary processes themselves, leading to
medical and environmental advances

.
ISAAA
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Plant Biotechnology
Farmers and University Students Call for Urgent Action on Biotech Legislation in Uganda
University students and educators from four universities have called for an expedited legislation on biotech crops under
research and development in Uganda. This was during an inter-university dialogue on agricultural biotechnology, which was
held at the School of Food Technology, Nutrition and Bioengineering Makerere University, Kampala on November 1, 2018.
Students attending the event voiced the need for the National Biotechnology and Biosafety Bill to be passed by the parliament
to enable Ugandan farmers access to improved biotech crops.
"It is imperative that we do not just stop at discussing. Ugandan farmers urgently need this technology. Our political leaders
need to pass enabling legislations to facilitate this," said Daniella Kagina, president of the Makerere University Debate Union.
Dubbed as "Biotech Happy Hour", the event got many other students fired up, with compelling submissions in favor of modern
biotechnology. Furthermore, the students asked that the discussion on agricultural biotechnology be taken further to the
grassroots and special effort must be made to involve stakeholders who are skeptical of the technology.
The event, organized by Uganda Biosciences Information Center (UBIC), also featured a screening of the Food Evolution
movie. The movie paints a picture of progress and navigates the thorny landscape of a heated global debate on agricultural
biotechnology.
Over 80 participants appreciated the need to embrace modern agricultural biotechnology to address some of the most
pressing challenges such as pests, diseases, and climate change. Furthermore, they pledged to engage their colleagues on
this topic in a bid to further raise awareness and concretize support for the adoption of advancements in agriculture particularly
in developing countries like Uganda.
In a related but separate event, farmers in Omoro district northern Uganda also called on their leaders to rally support for the
delayed legislation on biotechnology. This was during a one-day biotechnology awareness workshop at Omoro District Council
Hall on November 2, 2018, which brought together religious leaders, farmers, and local government representatives. The chief
guest, Hon. Catherine Lamwaka, who is also Omoro district woman member of parliament promised to support the biotech bill
and also present the farmers' views when the bill returns to parliament for debate this week.
For more details, contact the UBIC Coordinator at ubic.nacrri@gmail.com.
ISAAA
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