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Stewardship
Fall Armyworm Conference – Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
An International Conference on Fall Armyworm Research for Development, convened by the Africa Union, CGIAR Centres,
USAID, FAO, CABI, ICIPE and AGRA, was held from the 29 - 31 October at the Africa Union Commission, Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. Among the over 200 participants were Yimenu Jembere and Aklilu Asfaw from CropLife Ethiopia, partners from Fintrac,
CropLife member companies with Andy Ward representing CropLife International.
The workshop presented research on FAW biology, monitoring, forecasting and management with experiences from Latin
America as well as in Africa. Concerns were expressed about the use of Class 1 insecticides but there was significant support for
the acceleration of registration procedures for the newer chemistries and calls for the registration of genetically modified maize
varieties. Discussions included the potential role that the Africa Union could play in the co-ordination of registration efforts and
the promotion of common messages to those promoting FAW management.
CropLife were promoting farmer and policy maker empowerment through providing them with realistic, not exaggerated,
information on the efficacy, reliability and considerations for implementing different pest control practices. There is a need to be
realistic in terms of effective channels for providing information to farmers, focusing where there are appropriate channels and
helping to strengthen communication where communication is currently weak. The other message CropLife promoted was the
need to take an African approach on FAW management, utilizing Africa’s assets e.g. youth, social structures etc.
The workshop participants were invited to join a FAW research platform. This platform will link with the FAO Technical Working
Groups on FAW management.
Andy Ward

L-R, Andy Ward, CropLife
International, Aklilu Asfaw, CropLife
Ethiopia,
Habtamu
Tsegaye,
Fintrac, Yimenu Jembere, CropLife
Ethiopia, Amenti Chali, Fintrac
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Stewardship
CropLife Kenya enters into partnership with USAID for development of Spray Service
Providers.
In November 2018, CropLife Kenya signed a partnership agreement with the United States Agency for International
Development, USAID through its Kenya Crop and Dairy Market Systems Development (KCDMSD) facility. The project aims to
train and deploy 800 SSP’s in 10 counties.
The KCDMSD project aims at strengthening the value chains of livestock fodder, dairy and horticulture in some of the most
disadvantaged counties in Kenya. The objectives of the project are to increase productivity at farm level, reduce poverty
among the rural households and decrease malnutrition due to inadequate access to safe and healthy foodstuffs.
The project is working with private sector entities to achieve this goal and CropLife Kenya is required to ensure that the trained
SSP’s will deliver sound usage of pest control products as well as the responsible disposal of empty pesticide containers.
Several of the activities that have already been undertaken including meetings with the KCDMSD grants team for a post-award
training, an in-house project implementation strategy meeting and an introductory meeting with the 2 regional KCDMSD
implementation teams. For ease of implementation, the project has 2 regional implementation teams based in the western and
eastern parts of Kenya.
The project comprises of a strong agro-dealer and member company component which we expect will offer a solid foundation
to the SSP’s as they set off in offering their services to farmers. It is projected that the SSPs will each be linked to their local
agro-dealer from who they can access quality pesticides supplied by CLK members.
The project also has a strong gender and youth component which is in line with the aspirations and activities of the SSPs in the
various regions.
As the 1-year project rolls out, CLK looks forward to a fruitful partnership.

Benson Ngigi

CLK briefing meeting with the KCDMSD
Western Region team

2

Partners in Sustainable Agriculture

November 2018 - No. 154

Stewardship
CropLife meets with Fintrac at their Headquarters in Washington
Les Hillowitz, Regional Director and Rudolf Guyer, Project Lead from CropLife Africa Middle East met with Jennie Rabinowitz
and Kacie Marano both responsible at HQ level for the joint Pilot Project with the Feed the Future Value Chain Activity project in
Ethiopia, with its focus on the control of Fall Armyworm.
At the meeting the staus of the project implementation was presented and discussed. With the detailed Monitoring and
Evaluation still pending, several challenges including early learnings and conclusions were shared. For the CropLife team, the
meeting was important and useful to better understand the roles and responsibilities of the Addis and Washington based staff at
Fintrac and also to get better insight on the linkages to USAID structures and responsibilities both in Ethiopia and in
Washington.

Most important for CropLife was also the discussion and early preparation of a possible project extension into 2019 and beyond.
On this point CropLife received a very clear guidance on the possible options and the process to be followed, and will initiate the
respective actions in the coming weeks with the Fintrac team in Addis.
Rudolf Guyer

L-R: Rudolf Guyer, Jennie Rabinowitz, Kacie Marano, Les Hillowitz

3

Partners in Sustainable Agriculture

November 2018 - No. 154

Stewardship
CropLife Ghana Stewardship Program
CropLife Ghana member companies have so far,
this year, trained over 1,500 farmers and
extension officers in various regions of the
country.
This is part of the objectives of CropLife Ghana in
providing stewardship activities to all stakeholders
always. The trainings focused on responsible use
and the application of pesticides together with a
strong advocacy against the use of counterfeit
pesticides in the cocoa sector.
As part of its activities to challenge the
counterfeiting of pesticides in the country, CropLife
Ghana will from 2019, in collaboration with the
EPA, PPRSD/MoFA and FDA (Food & Drugs
Authority) implement a comprehensive workplan
focusing on Education and Enforcement of the
Pesticides Act 490.
CropLife Ghana is the current Chair for the
National Task Force that drafted the workplan to
be implemented. Activities to be undertaken
include raids at major pesticide markets;
prosecution of counterfeiters and the improvement
of logistics for regulatory officers.
Fred Boampong
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Stewardship
Maximum residue levels (MRLs): background, current developments and examples from the European Union (EU)
What is an MRL?
A MRLs is the highest level of a pesticide residue that is legally tolerated in or on food. MRLs serve to control for proper use of
plant protection products (PPPs). Residues should not be higher than the set MRL when used according to label instructions. In
case residues are higher than the MRL (exceedance of an MRL), the food item cannot be placed on the market assuming that
the PPP was not used correctly. Thus, MRLs are used as trading standards to decide on marketability of food items.

When is an MRL needed and how is it set – an EU example
When an authorization of a PPP on a certain crop is sought (e.g. on apples in the EU), an MRL – among many other
requirements – must be set to allow enforcement of proper use of the PPP. For setting of an MRL, residue data coming from
supervised GLP residue trials need to be presented to the competent authorities.
The number of trials depends on the significance of the crop for EU’s agriculture and EU consumer’s consumption (e.g. 16
trials across EU’s apple growing regions, spread over two years). The competent authorities then ensure by comparing
potential intake of the pesticide via diet (by considering residue levels and consumption habits) to toxicological safety
parameters that resulting residues after proper use of a PPP do not pose a risk to EU consumers. This is called dietary risk
assessment. The MRL is finally set by applying statistical calculations from those residue data to extrapolate that proper us es
of the PPP on that crop should not result in higher residue levels than the MRL.
In the EU, an MRL exists for every pesticide / food item combination. An MRL is always expressed as mg pesticide / kg food
item (also called ppm). For combinations where no PPP use is registered, a default MRL of 0.01 mg/kg is set. EU-MRLs are
valid in all member states.

Based on residue data from multiple supervised GLP field trials across various regions an
MRL is set at 3x mean residue value
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What is an Import Tolerance?
Import tolerances (IT) are MRLs set on supervised GLP field trial data coming from outside the EU to allow trade of food items
with the EU. Reasons for the need of ITs can be

•

A particular crop is not grown in the EU (e.g. banana or cocoa)

•

The use of PPPs in other regions lead to higher residues as higher amounts of a PPP are needed to control insects,
diseases or weeds

•

A particular pesticide is not approved in the EU

Like MRLs based on the use of a PPP in the EU, ITs are used to ensure the proper use of PPPs outside the EU. The
procedure and data requirements for setting ITs are the same as for MRLs based on EU use of PPPs.

Which MRL applies?
For trade, the MRL in the country of destination is the relevant one. Thus, a farmer must comply with label instructions in the
country of production and with the MRL of the importing country. If the requirements are different, the stricter one needs to be
followed to avoid trade problems.

Is the EU the only region which sets MRLs?
Many countries set their own MRLs. Some countries, such as the US, call MRLs tolerances. Basic requirements and
procedures, like supervised residue trials and dietary risk assessment of the resulting residues are similar. However, even if
similar approaches are used, MRLs around the world are not fully harmonized. This makes trade more difficult as an exporter
needs to have an overview of the different MRLs.

In addition to country specific MRLs, the CODEX Alimentarius Commission is also setting MRLs, so called CXLs. These are
voluntary MRLs which can be used by any member country to adopt them in their own MRL system or to check compliance of
imported food. CXLs are proposed by FAO and WHO if dietary risk assessment for any registered use of a PPP does not
indicate a risk to consumers. CXLs are es pecially important for countries which do not have their own MRL setting systems.

MRLs for a given PPP/crop combination can vary largely between countries and regions
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Are MRLs regularly adjusted?
In the EU, each pesticide is undergoing an MRL review once where MRLs are adapted or deleted based on the authorization
status of its PPPs, requested ITs or existing CXLs. Non-renewal of a pesticide approval in the EU re-registration process can
also lead to a deletion of MRLs. Depending on the reason for non-renewal, this can affect MRLs based on EU uses or all
MRLs including ITs and CXLs. Deleted MRLs are set to the default level of 0.01 mg/kg. Usually a six-months transitional
period is granted when MRLs are deleted to allow producers to adapt to the new MRL situation. After the transitional period
the new MRL needs to be respected.

Are MRLs complied with?
Each year, a huge EU pesticide residue monitoring program is carried out. For example, in 2016 alone, more than 84,000
samples were analyzed by the EU member states, Iceland and Norway. Overall, only 2.2% of the tested food items were not
compliant with set MRLs. When looking at the non-compliance rate for food items coming from non-EU countries, the rate was
4.7%. Reasons for the higher non-compliance rate for food items from sources outside the EU are

•

Trading of food items with the EU before ITs are in place

•

Lack of knowledge about the relevance of MRLs of the country of destination

In recent times, there has been discussions on the EU regulatory and policy environment on MRL and Import Tolerance (IT)
setting. (EU) Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 introduced hazard-based criteria in relation to the authorization of Plant Protection
Products, while the earlier legislation on setting of MRLs set out in EU Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 continues to apply using
a conventional risk-assessment approach. In July 2018, the European Commission (EC) put forward a draft revised Technical
Guidance Document on MRL/ IT setting which sought to bring coherence to the two different policies, and the guidance
contains a section on “Handling of import tolerances for active substances falling under hazard-based criteria of Regulation
(EC) No 1107/2009”. Thus, the alignment of the two policies and eventual implementation of the hazard-based cut-off criteria
has potential to cause trade disruption following withdrawal of EU product authorizations for substances that are not renewed
for any reason, including expiration or trigger the hazard-based cut-off criteria. In addition, there is a significant risk that the
hazard-based approach will extend to MRLs and import tolerances. Most affected economies will be those exporting
agricultural commodities to the EU.
Johannes Hutzler / Stella Simiyu Wafukho
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Workshop on the illegal trade of pesticides over the internet
CropLife Egypt, in collaboration with the Agricultural Pesticide Committee (APC) organized a workshop under the title “the illegal
trade of pesticides over the internet” on 19 November 2018 at the Safir Hotel - Cairo.
The workshop was attended by the APC Chairman and members of the APC from different research centres and laboratories,
the Chairman of CropLife Egypt and several members of CropLife Egypt, including, Bayer CropScience, BASF, Syngenta,
Sumitomo, FMC, Nufarm, Maytrade, Kafr Elzayat, Agrimatco and Shoura. Also included were the police in charge of the
environment and water surfaces, a packaging security company and around 60 members of the press.
APC delivered a presentation on the illegal trade of pesticide products that can be found online. This was followed by a
questionnaire for the participants on how often they used the internet to purchase goods and how they were being exposed to
fake news and websites that sell illegal pesticides. Bayer CropScience delivered a presentation on their efforts regarding fake
pesticides and their experience with a new technology to secure packages through their mobile app.
Agrimatco, a local pesticide company, also shared their experience of establishing a Facebook page to monitor and report fake
news and websites, which in partnership with their stakeholders reached almost 8,000 interested viewers.
Participants at the workshop were divided into 6 groups to interact and share experiences over online counterfeiting and to
come up with recommendations.
The most important recommendations included:

•

Awareness campaigns to inform both traders and farmers on how to avoid purchasing fake products online.

•

Issue a list of genuine websites that are permitted to sell legitimate products.

•

Collaboration between the Ministry of Industry and Trade, customs, the Consumer Protection Agency and registration
authorities to work on secured platforms for the online purchase which should be monitored and fall within the applicable
laws.

•

Work on the supply chain to provide the consumer with techniques to make sure of purchases, e.g. (SMS - QR
codes ...etc.).

•

Review the legislation on how this applies to commercial and economic laws and update, to comply with the
development of purchasing through the new technologies available.

•

Have a watching brief of websites which cover pesticides and report fake news and fake products and have these sites
removed immediately.

•

Develop training programs for the Responsible Use of pesticides to be promoted over commercial websites. (EPA
mandated Amazon to promote responsible use guidelines)

•

Awareness for those handling pesticides to use the free website of APC which includes all registered products in Egypt
and which clearly identifies genuine products ( http://www.apc.gov.eg )

•

The need to organize a workshop on Intellectual Property Rights covering pesticides.
Said Abdella

Panel from L-R, Said
Abdella, Hisham Mebed,
Prof. Dr. Mohamed Abdel
Megeed, Prof. Dr. Mostafa
Adbelsattar
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L-R, Prof. Dr. Medhat Elsherif, Eng. Hisham Mebed, Prof. Dr. Mohamed
Abdelmegeed, Prof. Dr. Nagy Abou-zeid, Said Abdella, Dr. Mohamed
El-hamaki)

Above & Left: Working Groups

Group Photo
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Plant Biotechnology
CropLife Côte d’Ivoire Relocates to New Offices
With the increasing needs and activities of CropLife Côte d’Ivoire, the Consultative Council (CC) mandated the Executive
Committee (ExCo) to find and relocate to convenient offices to enable the proper handling of activities for the association.
Mr. Axel D’Hauthuille, Director General of Callivoire/Arysta accepted to host the association in office space on their premises,
located at Rue Adler in Abidjan. From October, the new office of CropLife Côte d’Ivoire was made open to the public, and ready
to host meetings of the CC and ExCo, with partner organizations and also other stakeholders involved in pesticide management
or seeking information on pesticides.
To support their activities, CropLife Côte d’Ivoire recruited Kouamé Guillaume Yoboué as Executive Secretary to assist the
Executive Director. Kouamé Guillaume Yeboué is presently engaged as the SSP Coordinator. He was earlier, an SSP trainer
under the WCF-ACI project in Côte d’Ivoire and coordinated the SSP IPM training programs in 2016 and 2017.

Members of CropLife Côte d’Ivoire visited the new office on October 19, which coincided with a meeting to update them, ExCo,
and the CC, on the activities of the association, and the need to expand on the following:

•

The ongoing GEF-World Bank project: As a member of the Steering Committee and co-founder of the project, CropLife
CI has raised serious concerns on the inventory activities. The delays reported could seriously affect the implementation
of the program as well as related activities.

•

Sensitization and training workshops on counterfeit and illegal pesticides targeting the departmental committees to fight
illegal pesticides (CDLPI): The workshops were conducted with the support of CropLife AME and CropLife International
for 13 CDLPI and more than 200 participants.

•

Training of SSPs planned for early 2019 for two cocoa bean exporters: Finalization and signature of the related contract
is expected in December. Meeting with the Council of Cocoa and Coffee (CCC) to share some concerns related to the
EU pesticide policies, which could impact on cocoa production.

•

Meeting with the Fund Interprofessional for research and Counselling in Agriculture (FIRCA) to exchange and share
experiences on a sustainable funding scheme for pesticide management. FIRCA will provide the needed support to
prepare the strategic plan and the negotiation document to initiate discussions with the key stakeholders.

•

The AGM, which participants agreed to postpone until January 2019, to allow for the implementation of ongoing activities
and preparation
Bama Yao

Kouamé Guillaume Yoboué, the Executive Secretary of
CropLife Côte d’Ivoire.

Below: Koffi R. Yeboué, Executive Director of CropLife Côte
d’Ivoire, addressing participants on the ongoing activities.
Photo Courtesy CropLife Côte d’Ivoire.
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CropLife South Africa has launched its new AgriIntel Website
AgriIntel , arguably the most powerful tool currently available for users within the agrochemical industry to access
registered crop protection product information, has launched its highly anticipated new website.
Many users are already aware of the enormous benefits that AgriIntel offers, so it comes as no surprise that the newly
launched website, with a much more user-friendly interface, has been very well received by producers, exporters,
agro-chemical representatives and industry stakeholders alike.
AgriIntel offers easy access to a comprehensive database of all chemical, biological and natural crop protection and public
health products registered for use in South Africa including product labels, safety data sheets (SDS) and information on
maximum residue limits (MRL) and withholding periods. Users are able to search for product information by active ingredient,
crop or uses, targets, registration holders, registration numbers, categories or trade names. Users are also able to compare the
label information of these products.
“The data was edited into a different format for the new website and additional information was added. Great care was taken to
ensure that the information was displayed correctly. Another new feature is that data can be edited, uploaded and displayed in
real time. Users are encouraged to contact us should they have any queries” says Chana-Lee White, AgriIntel Manager.
Of particular interest to exporters and growers is the ability to search MRL data for South Africa and a number of export
destinations, pre-harvest intervals (PHI) as well as market preferences for some of the major European retailers.
“Local and international regulatory authorities set MRL values for pesticide residues in or on food products, to ensure that
consumers have access to safe and legal food which do not pose any health risks. MRL data therefore play a critical role in the
fresh produce industry which greatly depends on the usage of pesticides to protect crops. It is important for growers, advisors
and exporters to keep up to date with MRL and retailer requirements of local market and export destinations to ensure market
access. If a pesticide residue exceeds the MRL, the fresh produce commodity will be withdrawn from the market which in turn
could have negative implications on trade” says Luigia Steyn, MRL Consultant to CropLife South Africa.
The new website offers a variety of new data columns, reporting filters, label colour bands, SDS as well as being faster and
mobile-friendly, so users can view information while they are in the field.
Gerhard Verdoorn
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Plant Biotechnology
Agriculture Minister of The Netherlands Opens Door to Genetic Modification
The Minister of Agriculture of The Netherlands, Carola Schouten, opens door to genetic modification. Minister Schouten wants
to use genetic modification to make agriculture in The Netherlands more sustainable.
She is currently working with companies, farmers, and Wageningen University to look at the possibilities for experimenting with
gene editing CRISPR-Cas method. According to reports, Minister Schouten will send a letter to the Parliament about their
progress in the coming weeks.
Wageningen University and Research said that the Minister wants to experiment with CRISPR-Cas, despite the European Court
of Justice ruling. Bert Lotz, a plant researcher at the university said that it is an important signal that the Minister is giving. He
added that international and national research shows that it can be done carefully and that there are major sustainability
successes involved.
ISAAA

Minister of Agriculture of The
Netherlands, Carola Schouten
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Plant Biotechnology
Farmers and University Students Call for Urgent Action on Biotech Legislation in Uganda
University students and educators from four universities have called for an expedited legislation on biotech crops under
research and development in Uganda. This was during an inter-university dialogue on agricultural biotechnology, which was
held at the School of Food Technology, Nutrition and Bioengineering Makerere University, Kampala on November 1, 2018.
Students attending the event voiced the need for the National Biotechnology and Biosafety Bill to be passed by the parliament
to enable Ugandan farmers access to improved biotech crops.
"It is imperative that we do not just stop at discussing. Ugandan farmers urgently need this technology. Our political leaders
need to pass enabling legislations to facilitate this," said Daniella Kagina, president of the Makerere University Debate Union.
Dubbed as "Biotech Happy Hour", the event got many other students fired up, with compelling submissions in favor of modern
biotechnology. Furthermore, the students asked that the discussion on agricultural biotechnology be taken further to the
grassroots and special effort must be made to involve stakeholders who are skeptical of the technology.
The event, organized by Uganda Biosciences Information Center (UBIC), also featured a screening of the Food Evolution
movie. The movie paints a picture of progress and navigates the thorny landscape of a heated global debate on agricultural
biotechnology.
Over 80 participants appreciated the need to embrace modern agricultural biotechnology to address some of the most
pressing challenges such as pests, diseases, and climate change. Furthermore, they pledged to engage their colleagues on
this topic in a bid to further raise awareness and concretize support for the adoption of advancements in agriculture particularly
in developing countries like Uganda.
In a related but separate event, farmers in Omoro district northern Uganda also called on their leaders to rally support for the
delayed legislation on biotechnology. This was during a one-day biotechnology awareness workshop at Omoro District Council
Hall on November 2, 2018, which brought together religious leaders, farmers, and local government representatives. The chief
guest, Hon. Catherine Lamwaka, who is also Omoro district woman member of parliament promised to support the biotech bill
and also present the farmers' views when the bill returns to parliament for debate this week.
For more details, contact the UBIC Coordinator at ubic.nacrri@gmail.com.
ISAAA
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